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- May it please your honours, .
. Our being so long confined in prison, and at this season of the
year, bas almost reduced our families to’become a public charge,
and we are likely to perish should we be continued here the ap—
proaching winter.

We are innocent of the crime laid to our charge, and hope it
would appear, were {we to] be tried : and we humbly pray, that
if the law will admit of it, we may be delivered to bail, which
we can procure, until you shall think proper to try us.

But if the law will not admit us to be baited, rather than to
suffer here, and our wives and children should perish at home,
or be burthensome to their neighbours, we are willing to accept
of a pardon, to prevent our being further molested on account of
the indictment found against us, and to depart this province, and
never to make any settlement any more therein ; and we humbly
pray your honours to procure the same for us, and in such man-
per that we may be released as soon as possible ; and we remain,

Your most obedient, though distressed, humble seérvants,

Thomas Hughson, Richard Hughson, Willlam Hughson, Na-
thaniel Hughson, Walter Hughson. |

‘Whereupon, as matiers were circumstanced at this time, the
judges thought proper so far to comply with the prayer of the
petition, as to recommend them to his honour the lieutenant-
governor for a pardon, upon condition of their leaving the pro-
vince. And some days afterwards they were let cut upon bail,
having entered inte recognizance with sureties for their appear-
ance at the supreme court on the fitst day of the next term,

St

SUPREME COURT.
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21.

Present the chief justice, the third justice.

The kmg, against Richard Hughson, Thomas Hughson, Wil-
liam Hughson, Nathaniel hughson, Walter Hughson.

The Hughsons appeared in d:scharge of their recognizances,
and pleaded his majesty’s most gracious free pardon; which was
read and allowed of ; and they were discharged.

The pardon was upon condition of their leaving the prox mce
by a day therein limited.

menniif—

JANUARY, 1742.

Lpon the return of the vessels that had transported the ne- .
gro conspirators the last summer, to various foreign parts, many
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particulars of intelligence concerning the ‘conspiracy, which had
dropt from those criminals in their discourse with the captains, pas.
sengers and others, were bronght hither, from which there was.

. reason to apprehend that this city and people were not yet out

of danger from this hellish confederacy, which had been so wicks
edly and maliciously formed agamst both ; and consideriug the
hints the negroes gave concerning the execrable oath the con-
spirators had engaged themselves in, it seemed probable that the
like attempts would be renewed, notwnhatandmg the many ex-
amples that had been made by executions, and the number of
slaves sent out of the province; for the conspirators impiously
looked upon the oath to be so sacred, that they thought {as no
doubt they were made to believe) that ’the eternal welfare of their
souls depended upon the strict observance and execution of it;
for fear (as the cant was, both of whites and blacks) that if they
should reveal it, or desist from the execution of the engage-
ments they were laid under by it, they should wrong their own
souls.

Many cabals of negroes also had been discovered in diverse
parts of the couniry, since the execution and transportation of
the conspirators, which Jllbﬂ}’ caused suspicion that the same wil-
lainous scheme was yet in agitation, particularly in Queen’s
county, on Nassau alias Long-[sland ; the negroes had there
formed themselves into a company about Christmas last, by way
of play or diversion {as they would have had it thought) had
mustered and trained with the borrowed arms and accoutrements
of their masters- (or we would rather suppose, surreptitiously
obtained) information whereof having been given to his honour

the lieutenant governor, he immediately ordered his majesty’s

attorney general to write to the justices of that county about it,
and to expostulate with them upon the occasion, and direct them
to inflict due punishment on the offenders.

And the negroes were. accordingly chastised for this daring
piece of insolence.

There having also been reports about the same tune, of seve-
ral pretended prophecies of negroes, that Charles-Town in South-
Carolina, and the city of New-York, were to be burnt down on
the twenty-fifth of March next ; these circumstances considered,
and added to what had been wrote by General Oglethorpe, as -
before mentioned, that the declared enemies had sec: etly €oa- .
spired to burn down and destroy all his majesty’s magazm& in
North America; and considering what a scene of monstrous
iniquity had been discovered the last summer, tending to this de-
testable purpose ; there seemed to be-too much reason to suspec;f
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that these sort of divinations were founded upon a conspitacy
still subsisting, as well as in part executed both here and in
South-Carolina,

The lieutenant governor therefore thought it~ necessary to put
the people upon their guard, by wnting circular letters to the
magistrates of every city, boreugh ard county within this go-
vériiment. -

The following letter was sent du‘ected to the mayor, recorder
and aldermen of this city.

. 26th_’.IANUA-RY, 1742.
~ Gentlemen,. after the providential discovery of the late most
execrable conspiracy, and the hellish and Larbarous designs of 2
perverse and blood-thirsty people, for the ruin and destruction of
the whole province and the inhabitants thereof, and that even
4t 2 time when all things were rive for execution, and the in-

“tended desolation was so-nigh at hand, one would think our sig-
“nal preservation could never be forgot, and that no one could be

50 blind to kimself and regaldless of his future safety, as to
suffer the negroes to have private or public meetings and ca-
ballings tocreti'er ; thereby giving them dn opportunity of form-
ing new deszgns, or another conspiracy, knowing them to be
a people whom no example can reclaim, no punishroent deter,
or lenitives appease, yet from the many undoubted informations

1 have received from diversze parts of the country, the insolenice

of the negroes is as great, if not greater than ever, and they
are not only suffered to have private, but even public meetings,
in great numbers, without the least molestation or interruption
from the magistrates, and in defiance of those laws they ought
to be the protectors of, and see put in due execution ; thereby
suffering them and themselves t¢ be trampled on and insulted,

“to the ehdangennw the peace of the provinee: If this practice

continues, what may we not fear? forl doubt there are too
many yet remdining among us who were of the late conspi-
racy, and though we have felled the tree, I fear it is not entirely
rooted up. - I must therefore require you, as you value the peace
‘and safety of this city and province, and your own preservation ;
and you are hereby strictly charged and required, to see the laws
agamst negroes rmlv and punctually executed,’suffering no meet-
mgsof them wit.sm your city and county and several districts:
and in order that the same may ‘be more effectually done, I do
hereby diréct you to charge all the constables and other officers

~to be diligent in their duty, and that they apprehend and bring

before you, or-some of you, ail and every one’ so offending ; as
alsp alt such persons 2s shall be found to harbour negrees, con-
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federate” or consort W1th them, ‘that they may be proceedect
against according to law, And in order that every one may have
notice hereof, 1 do direct, that you cause this letter to be read
from time to time at your general quarter sessions; and that
you give in charge to the grand juries; that they make inquiries
concerning the offenders; I doubt not but you will have regard
hereto, as it so bighly concerns you all, -édnd that you will take
such pmdent measures as may prevent any future disturbance.. -
I am, Gentlemen,
Y our most humble servant,

GEO. €CLARKE,

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2.

At the general quarter sessions of the peace, held thls day for
the city and county of New-York.

- “The grand jury being called and sworn, the above letter was
read ; and the recorder after observing upon, and endeavouring
to enforce the same by his charge, likewise recommended to
them to inquire in general concerning tavern-keepers and inn-
holders entertaining of negroes at their houses, as a crime of
‘most pernicions and dangerous tendency ;. and having received
information concerning } M——— and Whitefield, two tavern-
keepers, that they were much suspected of being guilty of that
vile practice (notwithstanding the latter was -convicted ‘upon an
indictment found against him for the like crime, and fined there-
upon the last summer) the recerder gave them particularly in
charge.

Hereunpon the grand Jury, as they were about to be dxschaged
reported, that they had inquired into the respective neighbour-
‘hoods of those two persons, and that they could get no sufficient
information concerning this matter whereon to found an accusa-
tion against them.

But how well- grounded the lientenant governor’s apprehen-
sions were, concerning the danger which still threatened us from
the conspirators remammg amongst us, may be conceived from
what follows.

" MONDAY, FEBRIJARY 15,

This morning about six o'clock, it was providentially dtscovered'
that some fire had been put in the gutter of 2 ched adjoining to
the house where Woalter Hyer lived, next the fence of the old
Dutch church-yard ; the wind blowing very hardat N, and the
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gutter lying N. and S. some of the coals were blown into the
street, which were accidentally diseerned by one Hendricks, 2
_carpenter, who was opening the window shutters of a new house’
he was -about finishing, fronting the end of the street, in order
to.go to work ; whereupon he immediately went to Hyer’s house,
and called him out of bed; and they found some live coals in
the gutter next the shed towqrds the church-yard, and likewise.
a brand’s end, or the bark of a brand’s end, on the other side of
the house next Ratsey’s. 'The mayor being acquainted herewith,
he summoned the magistrates to meet this morning at the C:ty-
Hall, to consult what steps to take in order to discover the incen-
diariee; and the magistrates being accordingly met, it was pro- -
posed by one of them, as no particular person was suspected
that they should all go and view the house, and inquire what
negroes were in the neighbourhood, and their characters,
whereby the most suspicious might be laid hold of and examin-
ed; it was thought most likely fhat by this method the truth
might chance to bolt out : they went accordingly, and it uckily
happened that the first person’s negro inquired after, was the
widow Bradt’s, She kept a bake-house near by, and her yard
ran along the rear of Hyer’s and Ratsey’s houses, up to the
church yard fence, where were an heap of oyster shells lying
so near Hyer’s gutter, that a middle-sized man might easily step
up and put fire into the gutter, at the Worth end of it, and from
the same yard as easily throw a brand’s end on the other side
of the house next Ratsey’s: upon the inquiry, it was said that
the widow Bradt bad only one negro, a sort of a simple half-
witted boy, but however he was ordered to be brought forth;
and he appeared upon view to be a lusty well-set fellow, of man’s
growth, and was afterwards judged, by those that new him best,
and bad brougnt him into the country, to be one or two.and
twenty years old; his natural countenance was none -of the
pleaeautebt, but jns appearance upon this occasion betokened.
symptoms of guilt: it was thought that Baker’s servants, from
the rature of their business muat be up early, and have always

a command of fire, which administered some colour of suspi-
cion, which the looks of the fellow very much heightened ; and
therefore he was without ceremony committed, in order for €x-
amination in the afternoon, and likewise some other negroes of
the neighbourbood, who were afterwards discharged. -

The magistrates being met at three o’clock in the afternoon, _
and Tom aqked how he came to put fire to Hyer’s house, and =
who advised and assisted himy in it? he directly owned that he
put the fire in the gutter himself : and being then very particu-
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larly exammed his confession was taken down in writing in the
presence of the _Justices, and by them s:gned

- The confession followeth.

1. Tom confesseth and saith, that the Sunday before last, he
being in the yard of captain Jasper Farmar, a playing for pen-
nies with Jack a negro belonging to said Farmar, 2 negro be-
. longing to Samuel Dunscombe, ‘a negro belonging to John Tudor
called Peter, and a negro belonging to Charles Crooke (Rob)
Jack told him (Tom) that his mistress was cross to him, he should
take fire and throw it upon the shed or offdackye, (Dutch for a
shed) and set them on fire ; that if he the said Tom did not do it,
he (Jack) would poison him: that Jack told him this in' the hear-
ing of Peter.

2. That Jack told him if he fired the shed, that would fire
the house of captain Ratsey, and his mistress’s house too, and
her in it : that Jack told him (Tom) thatin firing the shed, that
would fire the whole town, and then the negroes in town with
the negroes that were to come from Lon’g-Is]and would murder
the white people ; and that he said this in the presence and hear-
“ing of all the negroes bove mentioned.

3. That all the negroe * above mentioned said, that when the -
negroes came from Long-Island, they ecould do it all at once |
(that is) murder the white people ; and they would assist or
belp in murdering of the whites, and then they would be rich
like the Backarara.(d)

4. That Jack told him (Tom) to throw fire upon the offdackye
early on Monday morning come week; and that he rose very
early, about five o’clock, lit a candle, made a fire in the bake-
house, heated water to melt the sugar, and then took a lighted
coal of fire and threw it upon the roof of the shed.

5. That immediately after his throwing the cozal of fire upon
the roof, the coal in falling broke into several smaller eoals;
that the wind blew the sparks into the little street. _

5. That soon after he heard a knocking at Walter Hyer’s door;
that he was then still in his mistress’s yard, and hearing the
knocking, he was afraid to be discovered, and run into his mis-
tress’s bake-house, and sat himself down at the fire side; that
being afraid he might be followed, he bolted the side door which
leads into the yard.

Taken before the Mayor, Recorder, and several Aldermen.

(&) Negro .language, signifies white people.”
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16. .

At a further meeting of the justices in the afternoon, the ne-
gro Tom (Mrs. Bradt’s) further confessed and said,
~ No. 2—1. That beéing at captain Farmar’s house on Sunday
afternoon last, with his negro Jack, and going away, Jack fol
lowed him to the gate, and -then told this Tom, that he should
not forget to-morrow morning {meaning to fire the offdackye or
shed) says Jack the wind blows hard now, and if it doesso to-
motrow morning, then you must fire the shed ; but if the wind
-does not blow hard, then he (Tom) should not do it.
2. That on Monday morning last, about five of the clock,

Tom being up, he heard a knocking at his mistress’s gate, went

and opened it, and found a negro man there whose name he does

not well know, unless’it be Jack, who told him that Farmar’s
Jack had sent him to tell him (Tom) to fire the offdackye imme-
diately. That this negro brought with him a piece of wallnut-
wood bark which wason fire at one end and not.on the other ;
and that this negro put that fire between the house of captain
Ratsey and Walter Hyer’s house ; and that this negro ran away
when the knocking was at Hyer’s house, over the church-yard
fence.

Taken before the Mayor, Recorder, and several Aldermen,

et .

THURSDE’Y , FEBRUARY 18.

Further examination of Bradt’s Tom before the justices.

- No. 3—Tom being cenfronted with Farmar’s Jack, charged
him with what he had said against bim in the two former con-
fessions, and says,

1. That Michael,(¢) Dunscomb’s negro, was at Farmer’s gate
last Sunday, and heard Farmar’s Jack tell him, Tom, to remem-
ber what he had told him the Sunday before, that isto say, to
put fire to the offdackye, &c. and that Dunscomb’s negro said
thereupon, oh! fie, why do you put such a littie boy upon put—
ting fire ? oh! says Jack he is big enough. :

2. That his mistress called him up last Monday morning early,
about five of the clock, to make fire, and melt sugar to make
cookies, and that he put fire to the o‘fdackye next the church-
yard first ; that he had fire in the tongs in one hand, and bark
of nut wood on fire in the other, and the ﬁre in the tongs he

(&) Dunscomb s negyo was afterwards prov ed to have been nite

miles out of town, from Satirday untid Monday afterneon; so that

Tom was at teast mistaken as to the Sunday, which is no uncormmon
thmg for negroes to mistake in point of tume,
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threw in the guter next the Ch‘"’c"y ard, -and thf‘?W the . hghted
bark afterwards on the side of Hyer’s house next Ratsey’s; and -

this he says was between five and six o’clock in the mornings

the €oal he had in the tongs be got out of the bake-houise, the’

nut-wood bark he had out of the parlour. o
3. That he put this fire all alone, and nobody was ith him
or helped him, A o
4. That there was a negro came for fire that morning, and
took it, having knocked at the gate for that purpose, and then
went out at the gate again, and does not know who he was,
Taken as the former, . | |

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25.

The justices being met a fourth time, in order to endeavour .
to pry further into this mystery of iniquity, by examining Tom

once.more ; for as to what had been drawn from him hitherto.
one could not give entire credit, as the reader may conclude,
excepting as to his being the instrument of putting - the five 3.~ |
and it being intimated by one of the magistrates that Tom’s mis- -
tress had a strong imagination - {one might venture to say a.

strange one) that she and her son, if the magistrates would pe~
mit their attendance, could prevail upon their negro to speak me
‘whole truth. As there were many of us, there was differsnce
in opinions upon this matter. However, at length it wasruled
that they should be edmitted, and were sent for accordingly.
-Upon their appearance, Tom was admonished to tell the whole
truth, how it was soncerning this matter ; and he dechred him-
self -at first to the same purpose as to the negroes he before ac-
cused, and as to the same matter and substance witk his exami-
natioy before set forth ; but in the close, as thee “was great
doubt made of his veracity, being strenuously urged by some of
- the magistratas, and his master and mistress, to be sure that he

spoke nothing but the truth, and being asked whether he was

sure that what he had said as to these negrees was the truth?
he thereupon recanted, and declared what be had before related
concerning the negroes he had accused, were all lies; and took

the whole upon himself. = And being asked why he did i, and -

bow he came todo so ? he answered, ke could not help doingit.

This fellow having thus prevaricated, nouse could be proposed

to bg made of him as an evidence (© convict others, ho»vevg;
he might bhave chanced to change his note afterwards; and it
was therefore determined to bring Bim upon his trial.  But it may

be proper to observe that in the interval between Tont’s first and

(43]

a
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- “last examination, the negroes accused by him, were sev eral times
- closely examined, both separately dnd face to face, but they
all along positively denied every thing alleged against them by
. “Tom conicerning, the fire; &c. byt owned their being together at
Farmar’s playing at pennies ; ‘though it could scarce be imagined
that 'Tom (“-rho W28 reauy HD fOQl, nor anyof the WViSESt) ‘had
. framed this scheme, and made this attempt meérely on his own
bottom, ‘which should so correspond -with- the villainous confed-
eracy of the last year. ‘fis recantation was not taken down in
writing, but what is above set forth contains the substance of it.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27.

The justices, pursuant to the direction of an act of general
assemnbly, issued their summons to James Alexander, esq. Mr.
David Clathson, M. Robert Livingston, sen. merchants, Paul
Richard, esq. and Peter Van Brugh Livingston, merchant, as

. . some of the principal freeholders within this city, thereby, sum-
" ““moning and requiring them to appear at the city-hall on Tuesday
* ‘the second day of March next ensuing, at three of the clock in
“the afternoon of the same.day, to hear and determine, in con-
Junction with the justices, whether Tom, a negro man slave, be
gulty of conspiring or attempting to kill his majesty’s liege

- people, or of burning the ‘houses of Baffie Vandewater, or of
Androw Bradford and Cornelia his wife, within this city, where-

~of he sood agcused.

- o TUESDAY, MARCH 2.
City of New-York, ss. - ‘

- At'a meetiag this day of the justices and five principal free-
hoiders of this ~ity, pursuant to the summons and directions of an
- act of general awembly of this colony, made in the fourth year
of his present. m:jesty’s reign, entitled, an-act for the more ef-
fectual preventing :nd punishing the conspiracy and insurrection
-of negro and other aves; for the better regulating them, and
- “for repealing the other acts therein mentioned. relating thereto.
 Preseat, John Cger;esq. mayor, the recorder, justices of the
quorLm. - S T :
~ William Romme, Simon Johnson, John Moere, Christopher
Banker, John Pintard, Jobn Marshall, -esqrs. aldermen, and jus-
tices of the peace.. = S

* “Mr. Peter Van Bmgh Lii’ings%’t;on ‘having been Summomdl “P"”l
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this decasion; appeared, and exeused himself from servmg, asnot
bemg a freeholder, and Mr, James Searle was summoned in hxs" |
room, and appeared. - C
. James Alexander, €sq. M. Dawd Clarkeon, Mr.. Robert Ls-' |
vingston, gen. Paul Richard, esq. Mr. James Searle, merchants,'
principal freeholders of this City.. '-

"Tom (d) a negro man slave brought to the bar. - And ‘W'lham
Smith, esq. having been .appointed by the justices, council and:

prosecutsr for .the kmg, he delivered into court artlcles uf a.ccu;-;"‘
sation against the prisoner. . L

Before the articles. were read, the frs*eholders were sworn,
well and truly to try snd judge as directed by the act: of assem--
bly ; and the recorder.warned the prisoner in favour of life, that
he need not plead guilty to any of the articles, but, nevertheless,
that his several confession¥being read to the cour‘r, would- amouni
to full proof, so far as they affected himself L B

Then the articles were read, and were ds follow eth;

Tom;, a negro man slave belon ging to Dwertle Bmdt of the o

said city, mdow, stands charged and accused,

First, For that he the said “Tom, on Sunday the seventh day of
~ February last past, at the dock ward of this city, 'did conspire
with Jack, 2 negro man slave belonging to Jasper Fazmar, M

chael, a negro man slave belonging to-Samuel Dunscomb; Peter, B

a negro man slave belenging to John Tudor, and Rob,ﬁa» nEGIo™
man slave belongmg to Charles Crooke, of ‘this city, and divers -
other negro slaves unknown, tokill and murder the said Divertie

Bradt,- Baffie Vandewater, and other his ma_jeuty’s hege people '

within the city of New-York, -~ .

Secondly, For that he the said Tom, on} Mondd¥ the ﬁfteenth
day of February last past, did wilfully putfite to and buin the
shed or outhouse of Baffie V andewater, and the house of A‘mﬁ'ew '
Bradford aud Cornelia hls foe, in- the dock mard af ﬁle same _'
city. -

Thmﬂy, For that he the sald T@m, did on, the ﬁﬁeemth day ﬁf
February last past, at the -city “and ward -aforesaid;; -attempt 0 -
kill and murder Divertie Bradt .and Baffie Vandewater, of tb;s
city, by settmg ﬁre to thelr houses, and b&mmg them m tbe
same.

Fourthly, That he the ca;d Tom, on the ﬁfteenfh dajf of Febk
ruary last past, at the city ‘and. ward aforesa;d did -attemapt to -
burn. the outhouse of the said. Dwertle Bradt and {he dWeﬂmg-' i

{(d) By ‘this act t'he pwners of s'tates hzve n; m-=£hmv,chomc 1o’ t.ry
them by a jury, whichiis attended with somé smiall chi '_ bﬁ;ﬁis

upon the. queéstion. pmposea Mrs. Bradt declined; *
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hﬁusee of Baﬂie Vandewater, and Andrew Bradford and Cornelia |
his wﬂ'e, situate in the same ward, and to. burn ‘the whole town
~and city of New-York.,

To the first article the prisoner p[eaded not gmlty To the se-
cond guilty. - To the third, not guilty.

As the pr'soner ‘had pleaded guilty to the second artlcle, the
“court were of ‘opinion to proceed ‘to judgment upon that; but
‘Mr. Smith moved, that before they proceeded, some thnesscs
m:ght be sworn, and the criminal’s several examinations and
confessions taken by the justices; as before set forth, might be
read for _their further information concerning his. guﬂt and for .
" the greater satisfaction of the court and audicnce, _

- And here’it may not be improper to observe, that the psisoner
dlstmgmeued and pleaded to the three several articles directly,
~without- hesnatlon which seems to be a further ‘argument that
he had. more sensé'than some: people wene willing to allow him.

- Proclamations for silence and witnesses.

- Witnesses for the king sworn, Hendricks and H} er.

. - Hendricks said, he discovered the fire to fall ont of the gutter

-j_&s he was look.ng from a window into the street ; and that there-
~ upon he went and knocked at_Hyer’s door, and called him out

‘of bed, and they searched and found coals on: each side of the
":-_huuse some ‘in the gutter. next the shed, towards the church-
3 ard and some on the side next Ratsey's house,

Hyer said, that the gutter next the church-yard was burnt

.3'black m the spot or part’ of the gutter, “here he found the coals
' -..-lymg

“The cnmmal’s confesmone read as before set forth
.- And. the Judes further informed. the court, that the eriminal

o 'fat his last exantination; though he at the beginning of it persisted

‘_m the same sfory asito his accueatmn of Jack (Farmar’s) prompt-
gand proposing to him to put the fire, &c. and as to the other

. ﬂegmes present-at the two meetmgs at Farmar’s house, advising
' .“and threatening him if he did not, &c. yetin the close he declared
- -for thith, that all he had-sitd - ‘reigting to- them, were lies, and .
___that he: put the ﬁre ‘of his:own head; and being .asked why he
~did i, and how he came to do so.2 he answered, he could not
help domg #. " And being. asked. by the court ‘whether he did not

-~ make such canfessmns as had beeir then-just read 2. he answered,
| -yes.. He was, thﬂn bid to tell the same story over again as he

- had teld to.the _;ushcex at the ‘three first examinations, and like-
wise at the first part of the fourth and last; and he rcpeated the
_same. ‘over again, as it Wwére in the same. wcrﬂs “and when he
had d’oae, bf.mg ashedc whether whati he had then saA as to the
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- other negroes was true? he answered, no, it was all lies; and
took all again upon himself, and owned his recantation to be the
truth.

"The- audlence bemg ordered to w;thdraw, the prlconer takerr
from the bar, and the court-room cleared ; the recorder advised
with the justices and freeholders ; and baving. taken their opinions,
which were unanimous upon that occasion; the doers were or-
dered to be opened, and the prisoner brought back; .and being
accordingly brought back, the recorder proceeded to admonition
and sentence, as followem : :

You, Tom, the criminal at- the bar, hearken to what is now
. to be said to you. '

You stand convicted of w ilfully putting fire to and burning the
shed or outhouse of Batfie Vandewater (¢) within this city. The
evidence of your guilt has stood principally upon your own con-
fession before your trial ; wlich you now -confirm by your plea:
and indeed this is the strongest proof| the highest conviction that
can be: for this single fact you deserve death: and- though the
court proceeds to give judgment against you upon this article,
vet your offence is of a complicated nature, 7. e. consists of many
- particulars, all tending to one and the same monstrous and exe-
crable purpose ; the murdering the inhabitants of this city.

The hellish scheme you have engaged in, as you have con-
fessed before the magistrates over and over again (I think no less
than four several times) was, to set Walter Hyer’s house on fire,
and (as you concluded and proposed) that would consequently
; set the next house (Ratsey’s) on fire, and that would set your
mistress’s on fire, and burn your mistress in it; and then that
“would burn the whole town: then the Loncr—Isand NEZroes were
to come over to the assistance of the negroes here ; and they,:in
conjunction, were to murder ali the white people of this city:
and, in order that your malicious, hellish purposes might effec-
tually take place, the fire was to be put, as it actvally was, when
the wind blew hard, that in all probability, any attempts. made
to extinguish the flames, might be in vain.

And such a trusty agent have youbeen in the- devis service,
‘that in prosecution of this infernal conspiracy, you did actually
take the first step proposed, in order to accomplish this diabelical
purpose, by putting fire to Hyer’s house on both sides of it.

All this that I have said, you have confessed over and over
again; and in this we must take your word, It was a merciful

{e) Laid in her name in the art:cles of acc.usa icm, beu'g owner of
the. bouse ; Walter Hyer tepant. - . o
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act of Providence that your designs were timely prevented, that
you were committed upon suspicion only; and t’hat thereupon the
trLth has thus bolted out from you.

It was rumoured without dcors, that you were an half—wttted
fe_'fow (boy I think they called you, though you are said to be
two-or three and twenty years old) and indeed one would think
hardly any body but arrant fools, or mad folks, would engage in
such chimerical, wicked, villainous and dangerous projects, which
must most probab!y end in the confusion and destruction of the
wretches concerned ; as you found by woeful experience in the
miany examples of those miserable creatures of your colour that
expired in flames, and at the gallows, the last summer, for the
like detestable offences: and yet so hardened and stupified are
ve 1 villainy, that no examples though ever so severe, no terrors
of punishiment can affright ye ; but ye will even defy the gallows
and commit your bodies to the flames, rather than not risk the
- chance of granfymg your savage, cruel, and insatiable thirst for
- blood.- '
- But, nevértheléss, to convince one that you are not that half-
witted fellow, as some would represent you, you showed some
cunning (as it should seem you thought) after your commitment,
in providing for your own safety and preservation, by laying this
scherne wpon and accusing others, as havidg prompted you to
*his mischief, hoping thereby, as it must be supposed, to be ad-
mitted an evidence against them, and so save your own life.
This was a thought too deep for a fool, or helf-witted fellow :
end indeed, from my- observation of you, during the course of
your aeveral examinations, T cculd discover no reason for an in-
sinuation, that you had leqq sense than those of the common rank of
negroes, but that your qualifications for mischief are inferior to
nope of them : that you have sense enough to distinguish between
good and evil ; that your own conscienee could direct you what
was fit and proper to be done, and what not, you vourself, by
your own confessions, have given most convincing proofs ; for,
when (as you all along sald, till the last time, when you recanted
and declared that what you had told « concemmg the other negroes
was all lies, I say, as you told the story) Jack (Farmar’s) in order
to try whether vou were fit for the undertakmg, said 10 you,
Tom, your mistress is cross to you, you must set fire to the off-
dackye, then that will burn Hyer’s house, that will burn Raisey’s
house, then that will burn your mistress’s” tiouse, and burn your .
mistress it it: your answer to Jack upop this propoaal Was, No, "
my mistress no cross to me, my. mistress good enough, what
should' I set ﬁ:e for? you may do it yourselfs or words to that
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effect: that thereupon Jack insisted that you should set ﬁre, and
the reason why you at last agreed to do it, was because, you said
~Jack threatened he would poison you if you did not.. This is what
we call natural reason, and shows such a measure of it, or there
is such a chain of consequence drawn by it, that’ supposing it to
be your own scheme (as you now take all apon yourself) you
can be no fool, or half-witted fellow ; and if it was the scheme
of others proposed to yourself, your very repetition of it, your
telling that story as you have done so often over and over agiin,
‘almost in the same words, shows that you de not want under-
standxng, but that you have made a very bad use of it, and acted -
against that light which God Almighty has given you to employ to
better purposes: so that here, I say, in these instances of the
very proposal and answer, you give convincing proof that you
were conscious, Z. e. that you yourself wds sensible and-knew, that
what you was going to attempt was wrong, was wicked, and
what you ought not to do: whether Jack (Farmar’s) was the
person that proposed the thing to you, we cannot tell; but that
somebody did, and that you did not do it altogether of your own
head, I am 4‘1:’1" persuaded.  But if no one but the devil and you
contrived it: then 0 much must be drawn from it as is sufficient
to show that you acted against the light of your owx conscience,
your own reason, by your own way of arguing, and out of your
own mouth you are judged. How yon came at last to withdraw
your accusation against those negroes, you for four examinations
running, charged with advising you, and being concerned with
you, in this villainous project, I know not; nor can ¥ account
for it, without the devil had a mind to leave you in the lurch at
Yast.
You negroes are treated here thh great humanity and tén-
derness ; ye have no hard task-masters, ye are not laden with
too heavy burthens ; but your work is moderate and easy : you
say, your mistress no cross to you, she very good, or she good
enongh ; and yet with small persuasion you were prevailed upon
t0 destroy her in flames; such worthless, detestable wretches
are many, It may be said most of your complexion, that no kind-
nesses can oblige ye; there is such an untowardness, as it should
seem, in the very nature and temper of ye, that ye grow cruel
by too much indulgence: so much are ye degenerated and de-
based below the dignity of human species, that even the brute
animals may upbraid you; for the ox knoweth his owner, and
the ass huis master’s crib; even the very dogs also will, by their
actions express their grantude to the band that feeds them, their
thankfulness for kindaesses ; they will fawn and fondie upon their
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masters ; nay, if any one should atfempt 0 assault them, they
will ‘defend them from injury, to the utmost of their power.
Such is the fidelity of these dumb beasts; but ye, the beasts of
the people, though ye are ‘clothed and fed, and provided with all
necessaries of hfe, without care ; in requital of your benefactors,
in refurn for blessings ye give curses, and would scatter fire-
brands, death and destruction around them, destroy their estatés
and butcher their pevsons. ~ Thus monstrous is 'your ingratitude ! -
But thanks be to. Almighty God, that through his wendrous and
merciful providence, your hellish devices are d1ccovered and )ou'
are now to'reap the just reward or your labours.

And since Jjustice has at last overtaken you, I shall in compas-
sion to your poor soul, which is in the utmost, the greatest dan-,
ger of being forever miserable, give you a word of advice, in
order to prevail upon you to make use of those few moments you
have to remain in this world, to the best advantage ; for be not
deceived, there is another world after this, and there is a God
above who has a clear view of all your actions, and knows the
“very secrets of your hearts, and will Tequire at your hands ac-
cording to that degree of reason which he has given you: snd
though your body be consumed in the flames here on earth (a
punishment of short continuance) yet your soul will never die;
that must survive the body, eithér to be forever happy or forever
miserable, according to your actions here.

What a horrible expectatlon must yours be then ! you that
would murder and destroy without mercy, nay without provo-
cation ; what reasonable hopes can you entertain of mercy from
_ the hands of the God of justice, who will reward every man ac-
cording to his works ? they that have done good shall be forever
happy ; they that have done evil shall "be tast iuto a sea of fire
and brimstone, to be forever tormented with the devil and his
aecursed spirits, froin whence there will be no returning, no com-
ing out again, but there will be bitter weeping and wailingr, and
grnashing of teeth; time without end,

Now to avoid this dreadful everlasting pumshment the only
method for you to take, is to make the best use of the time allow-
ed you between this dhd your execution, by brmgmg yourseif toa
due sense of your guilt, your heinous erying sins; truly to repent
you of, and be heartily sorry for your w ickedness, and earnestly
to pray to God Almighty for forgiveness : and this is not all ; but
that your repentance may be sincere, you must make that htt{e
amends which is in your power, towards us you have deaigned
and  conspired 'to murder and- destroy, by discovering all those
persons whorm vou kuow to be anv wavs engaged or concerred in
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this hellish plot, that yon may thereby prevent all further mischief.
Upon these conditions only can youhave any reasonable or welk
grounded hope or expectation of the salvation of your soul, and
avoiding that dreadful eternal punishment against which 1 have
forewarned you.

And now it were but just, that the same mischief which you
intended for others should fall upon your own pate ; but the court
has had some regard to your confession, as you acknowledged
* your guilt upon your first examination, they have adjudged you
to be hanged, otherwise you would have been burnt,

And therefore the sentence which I am to pronounce against
you is, that &ec.

The court then ordered the execution to be on Friday next
between the hours of ten and one.

But his honour the lieutenant governor, by advice of his ma-
Jesty’s council, thought proper to reprieve him to the Friday se-
vennight.

- Tom after this condemnation returned to his old story asto
Jack (Farmar’s) advising him to set fire, &c. and brought in
Duychlnk’s Phlhp as joining with Jack therein, and in the threat-
enings to poison or kill him if he did not, but Jack and Philip
were several times examined after Tom’s condemnation, and -
confronted with him, and he charged them to their faces, but
they could not be brought to a confession. Their examinations
follow.

"WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4.

Duyckink’s Philip, negro, being examined, says,

1. That he was at Jack (Farmar’s) on Sunday about a month.
ago ; in the afterncon, in church time, he was going by Farmars
house to chureh, and Jack called him i, and he found in the
yard Kingston, Tudor’s Peter, Debrosse’s York in the square,
Bradt’s Tom, called amongst them Monkey, to the number of
six with Jack and himself: they ail played at pennies, and the
examinant lost two pence, and then went away just before
church out, in order to fetch his mistress’s stove from church,
and left all the others in the yard.

2. That he never was at Jack (Farmar’s) any other time, and
rays he did not hear any talk from any of those negroes about
setting fire to the houses, or the Long-Island negroes coming
over to assist the New-York negroes in killing the white. peos

ple.
[44]
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3. That there was looking on upon the negroes playing at
pennies, a white boy(f) Tudor’s apprentice, when he came into
the yard, and he left him there when he came away.

4. The examinant at last remembers that Mr. Marston’s ne-
gro Oronoko, was also at Jack (Farmar’s) at the same time.

Jack (Farmar’s) though he denied it at first, now owns, that
Duyckink’s Philip and Marston’s Oronoko, were at his mistress’s
in the yard one Sunday, but did not see them play at pennies,
but each of them once on different Sundays ; and that Oronoko
came to his house frequently on a week day.

Both Philip and Oronoko own, they were playing at pennies
at Jack (Farmar’s) on Sunday three weeks ago.

_ Bradt’s Tom confronted with Jack (Farmar’s) and charged him
with telling him, that Philip said, he (Tom) should put the fire ;
that Philip was by and heard Jack tell him so, and said if he
did not he would bick him; and Farmar’s Jack said he would
poison him if he did not.  Tom wak likewise at the same time
confronted with Philip, -and declared to the same purpose to hbis
face.

e —

SATURDAY, MARCH 15.

The negro Tom was execnted. At the gallows he declared,
that now he was sure he must die, he would tell the truth, and
gaid that Farmar’s Jack, Duyckink’s Philip, William Gilbert’s
Cuifive, and David Van Horne’s Corah, were the persons that
put him upon setting the fire.

Tinmediately after Tom’s execution, Cuffee, Corah and Philip,
were apprehended and strictly examined by the mayor and re-
corder, but nothing could be got out of them. '

-—*—-

‘Moxpav, MARCH 15.

A tanner’s barkhouse, beloro*mo' to one Stevens’ was set on
e, in the swamp at the east u]d of this city, the wind blowing
exceeding hard at Ni W. The alarm of fire was between 12

and 1 o’clock, which put the people into great consternation ;
but the tan pit being detached some distance from apy dwelling
houses, it did no other damage than the burning a few wooden
work and bark houses belonging to the tanners there.

(7Y Abraham. He was examined, and said the several negroes
meutioned by Tom were at Farmar’s, but he heard no such talk
amongst them relating to the conspiracy.
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Upon inquiry it was found, that two of Stevens negroes,
Sam and Tom, and-also his wlnte servant boy, John, had been
at work there in the morning, and it being cold, they had made
some fire under the window near the work- house and had inclosed
the fire on both sides with two doors or boards, to prevent the
eddy wind from blowing the fire about. :

At 12 o’clock these servants all left off work in order to go
home to dinner. Negro Sam sends Tom to fetch tea-water at a
little: distance from the place where they had been at work, and
afterwards sends the white boy after him; and Sam undertakes
to put out the fire and fasten the doors of the bark house and
stable ; which done, and Tom and the white boy returned with
tea-water, they all go home together to dinner, and towards
1 o’clock this fire was discovered, _

~'The bark house was a new close boarded building, ad}mnmg to’
a stable and mill house, on the side of the yard opposite to the

work house, under the side of which the fire was made by the sef-
vants in the yard, and the bark house was at the end of those
buildings first mentioned, farthest out of the course of the wind;
so that it was most improbable that any caals could have blown
thither ; and it seemed to be agreed on all hands, that the fire
must hawe been put there on purpose.

Tuespay, MARCH 16.

Examinations taken this day, and several other succeeding
days, before the mayor, recorder, and several of the aldermen,
concernmg the fire at the tan yard in the swamp,

Paul Romme saith, that being at the tan yards in Beekman’s
swamp, on Monday, near 1 o’clock, he heard the crackmg as
of cedar or boards on fire; that 'looking around him he soon
heard the cry of fire, fire; and immediately thereupon perceived
a great flame and blaze breaking through the upper part of the
roof of the bark house of Mr. John Stevens; that the blaze,
fire, and smoke spread in a surprizmg manner, and took to the
stable, mill house, &c. in a very short time ; that when be came
to the fire, he found there Hepdrick Vandewater, a young man
belonging to Dobson, &ec. that he does not believe that the fire
which broke out of the roof did proceed from the fire that was
made in the yard at the side of the work bouse ; believes that it
was set on fire og purpose, but does not know bv whom.

Hendrick Vandewater said, that standing at his father-in-
law’s “house with Daniel Van Dursen, he perceived a smoke ga
out from one of the bouses at the tan yards at Beekman’s
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SWaHEIp ; npon which he desired Van Dursen to look at the place,
an said he believed it was on fire ; that continuing to look, he
found the smoke increase, upon which he ran towards it, and
Van Dursen after him ; that when he came to the bark house
of John Stevens, he saw a great blaze and fire strike through
the upper part of the rcof ; that this was near 1 o’clock yester-
day afternoon ; that this fire couid not, as he apprehends and
believes, proceed from the fire that was in the- yard at the side
of the work house ; but believes it was set on fire by hand.

John Bass, Stevens’ white boy, said that Sam told him to go
and help Tom to fill the jug (this John denied this morning, and
Sam just now says, that he and Sam shut al] the doors together)
that when he and Tom did return with the water, they did not
find Sam near the place where the fire had been, nor did they
stand there with him ; that he did not see Sam till he passed the
work house, and then Sam stood within five yards of Mr. Bon-
nett’s lime house. '

Tom said when he went for tea water, he left Sam and the
white boy at the fire hy the work house, and that it was not
then put out, nor did he sce it put out but that Sam said he had
~ put it out with water ; that he did not see Sam stand at the wa-~
ter-hiole, nor did he see him till he came to the lime house of Mr.
‘Bonnett, when he saw him stand at the little gate waiting for
Tom and the white boy ; that the white boy came to Tom after
he had filled his jug with tea-water ; that he did not stand at the-
side of the work house with Sam and the white boy, after his
return with the tea-water.

Yvilliam Rogers said, that on the 5th inst. being Friday, in the
afternoon about 5 o’clock, being at the tan yards in Beekman’s
swamp, at work for Mr, Bonnett, Sam, a negro belonging to
John Stevens, delivered to this Rogers, a piece of gold called a
double doublelcon, which was very black, and desired him to
get it changed for bix-into smaller money ; that Rogers delivered
~this gold to Mr. Stevens, who took his negro up stairs and
whipped him ; that afterwards, being Saturday, said Sam came
again to the tan yards, where finding said Rogers, Sam said,
well, William, you have occasiened my master’s whipping of
me, who said he would whip me again, but I will be even with
you for it ; that said Rogers afterwards acquainted Mr. Stevens
with those threatening speeches of his negro, who answered
him, don’t fear him, he will mot hurt you, he is a harmless
fellow.

Mr. Bonnet said, that Mr. Stevens told him he would o had
whipped his negro ; -but understood that he said he had whipped
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him ; that the negro told him that his master had whipped him :.
this ‘was touching the doubleloon spoken of by William Rogers..

Sam said, that he shut the back door, that nobody was then
with him ; that be then came out at the stable door, and shut it,.
nobody bemg then with him ; that at these times Tom and the
white boy were gone for tea-water : that when Tom.and the
white boy returned, Sam stood where the fire had been, under
the side of the work-house that Tom and the white boy came
to him where the fire had been, and stood a little while ; that
they could see that the fire was put out ; that the white boy then
said come Sam, let us go home: that Tom and. the white boy
were gone for tea-water about ten minutes; that after putting
out the fire he put the shovel into the stable ; that after putting
out the fire, and before putting the shovel into the stable, he put
the shovel into the water of one of the coops; that Tom did not
ask him whether he had put out the fire, nor did he tell hnn that
be had, nor the white boy eithe,

Thls fire at the tan-pits just brought the year round to St,
Patrick’s day, the evening whereof the last year (as the reader
may have observed from the course of the evidence) was calcu-
~ lated by the conspirators for burning the fort; a place, no doubt,

most likely to give them the greatest annoyance ; which, though
accordingly attempted, was not however affected till the next
day. Why that particular time was fixed upon, from what af-
terwards appeared in evidence concerning the conspiracy, was
no difficult matter to conjecture: for as that was an evening of
national rejoicing, according to the custom of some, it were
most likely that many would then be incapacitated for giving that
assistance which the nature of their duty might require, in time
of extraordinery emergency; and therefore it seems to have
been a principal aim of the conspirators, to attempt the destruc-
tion of the fort at all events, and at that particular time, espe-
cially as some of the soldiers themselves were proved afterwards
to be of that villainous confederacy, who also knew of what
- consequence it might be to their diabolical scheme, to have that
place demolished ; and o doubt, these miscreants were engaged
- and accordmgly endeavoured to cheer up their innocent comrades
as well as their wicked confederates to such a pitch, vader co-
lour of this npational festival, as might render the former use-
less, and the latter desperate : for as the secrets of this infernal
confederacy were afterwards unfolded, it is scarce to be deubt-
ed, that had the fire at the fort talen effeet on St Patriek’s
- night, there would then have been a general insurrection of the
rsegroes, and the whites their abettors; and much more mis-
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chief done, probably many persons, nay families butchered had
not the providence of God most remarkably interposed in our
favour, by preventing the fires taking effect that night, as the
conspirators purposed it should.(g) But the fire breaking out
there the next day about noon, the buildings in the fort were ali
down to the ground long before night, which was the most "
suitable season for these assassins to act their intended tragedy ;
but as was observed in the introduction, a company of militia
being under arms 1n the evening, and continuing, so all night,
the conspirator’s hearts failed them, and thus a stop was happily
put to their career, and their wicked machinations afterwards as
providentially detected. But soon after the examples had been
‘made of many of the conspirators, by executions and transpor-
tations, it seemed as if the people had almost geperally composed
themselves into a tranquil security ; some by discrediting, others
(as one would imagine) forgetting that there had been a real
' conspiracy ; though from reiterated accounts still daily arriving
by masters of vessels, to this time, of what the transported ne-
groes had in their passages declared concerning it, there seemed
too much reason to apprehend there were yet remaining among
us, many of the associates in that execrable confederacy, who
might yet be hardy enough to persist in the same wicked purpo-
ses, and make new attempts; and as an earnest of it, two fresh
alarms we have already passed over ; and had but the last taken
effect, when a strong wind favoured the design, perhaps St.
Patrick’s day might have beenan anniversary in owr calendar,
to have been commemorated by the colony with fasting, weep-
ing and mourning.

But notw;thstandmg those s1gna] providential dleappmntments,
neither did the malice of the conapxrators subside, nor their
courage abate.

TuEsDAY, MARCH 23.

In the dusk of the evening, a bundle of linen, set on fire,
was thrown into the gutter adjoining to Benson’s brew. house,
at the east end of the town, and was by the wind blown out
thence upon the adjoining shed; which was discovered by a
neighbour accidentally coming into the yard; when it came
down, as the man declared, it was like a round lighted coal,
but burnt to tinder, and upon examination of it, he judged that
~ there had been tow stuffed in the middle of it,

{£) See negro Quack’s confession, § 3. McDonald’s evic_ienqc.
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24. -

' The magistrates met at the City-Hall, and sent for several of
Mr. Benson’s servants, and others, and examined them ; but no

particular person helng suspected of the fact, nothing could be
made of it. : '

TUESDAY, APRIL 20.

Being the first day of the term, the Judges of the supteme
court recommended it to the grand jury to inquire concerning
the fire at Stevens’ tan-pits ; but nothing further being discovered,
they did not think there was sufficient cause to present the ne-
gro Sam, upon the evidence before mentioned, but indicted him
for a felony and robbery committed eome time before, of which
he was now impeached.

No discovery was made about the attempt at Benson’s. -

But the informations of the transported negroes before hinted
at, and these fresh instances of fires confirming them, seemed
at length to gain attention, and were by many thought sufficient
to awaken every one from a supine se't:urlty, and put them upon
their guard agamst these latent enemies.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 3. N

The daring insolence of negroes, observed by many even at
this time, and the countenance and encouragement given by dram
shops, was still every day complained of ; and yet the difficenlty
was to detect them, so as to convict the aggressors: however,
the magistrates thought it their duty to uee all the means in their
power towards bringing them to condlgn punishment. And
therefore,

At a general quarter sessions of the peace, held this day for
the city and county of New-York, before the mayor, recorder,
and aldermen—

The grand jury being sworn, his honour the lieutenant go-
vernor’s circular letter of the 26th January last, directed to the
-magistrates of the scity, before set forth, being read again; the '
recorder proceeded to his charge as followeth.

Gentlemen of the grand jury, In order for you to pursue the
- good intention of his honour’s letter, it is necessary that you make
diligent inquiry into the economy ‘and behaviour of all the mean
ale-houses and tipling houses within this city, and to mark out
all such to this court, who make it a practice (and a most wicked
and pernicious one it is) of entertaining negroes, and the scum
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“and dregs of white people in eonjunction ; who to support such
€ xpense, are tempted and abetted to pilfer and steal, that they
may debauch each other upon the plunder and spoils of their mas-
ters and peighbours : this gives opportunities for the most loose,
debased and abandoned wretches amongst us to cabal and-con~
federate together, and ripen themselves in these schools of mis-
chief, for the execution of the most daring and detestable en-
terprizes ; I fear there are yet(k) many of these houses amongst
us, and they are the bane and pest of the city; it was such that
gave the opportunity of brooding this most horrid and execrable
conspxracy, the effects of which infernal combmatlon, his hon-~
our is thus anxious to prevent,

And notwithstanding the great pains and mdustrv (as it should
seem) has been taken to bring the ncticn of a plot into contempt
and ridicule, by some people amongst us of phlegmatic tempers,-
who have endeavoured to make light of it, dozed themselves
into a lethargic security, and have set at naught the evidence
of their own senses; for they have seen and heard, and methinks
they might "have felt too: nevertheless, 1 shall not forbear ex-
pressing my fears and apprehensions also, that the enemy is still-
at work within our bowels; for surely it would be of little avalil,
if the same execrable and horrible scheme of villainy is still car-
rying on among us, and should at length break out again in
flames about our ears, and proceed to the murdering and butch-
ering our families; I say it will be of no avail for such stupid,
thoughtless and mcredulous folk as these to stand aghast at their
dreadful conviction, and cry out, Lord ! who would have thought
it? it will be too late then to call upon God, when the affron-
tive contamacious behaviour of some among uvs, who spurn at
the mercy of providence, our great “and signal deliverance out
of the jaws of our enemies ; when our own irreverent, impious’
demeanor may have filled up the measure of our iniquities,
fitted us for divine vengeance, and drawn down such a heavy
and sore judgment upon us, as delivers us over for a prey unto
their teeth. o

" Let us therefore, gentlemen, think seriously, and take better
heed to these things; acknowledge the divine goodness in our
deliverance and preservation hitherto, by a suitable deportment,
and make proper use of the warning that has been given us, by
providing for our own safety and security.

(k) Nine persons were indicted and fined for keeping snch disor- |
derly houses.

-
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And besides what [ have already poinfed out for your conside-
ration, it will be necessary for you also, and highly becoming in
you, to inquire concerning all lodgers that are strangers within
this city ; obscure people that have no visihle way of subsistence ;
for that the popish emissaries have been despatched from abroad
to steal in among us, under several disguises, such as dancing-
masters, school-masters, physicians, and such like ; whereby, as
it is caleulated, they may easily gain admittance into families,
work under ground like a mole in the dark, and accomplish the
works of the devil, and other cur declared enemies; if any such
obscure persons as I have hinted at, you cau discover in the
course of your inquiries (and that there have been such, we have
had very creditable information} it is your duty to present them
to the court, that they may be apprehended, and examined by
the magistracy, and dealt with according to law. -

Gentlemen, 1 doubt not but you will remember, that you
are sworn, diligently to inquire, and true presentment make
of all such matters and things as shall be given you in charge, .

I give his honour’s letter to you in charge ; and these things
I have before mentioned, I give you expressty, and particuiarly
in charge also; and persuade myself of your conscientions dis-
charge of your duty.

In general, you are charged to present all crimes and offences
which shall come to your knowledge, from treasons, down to
trespasses,

| “THURSDAY, SEPTEMEER 2.
AT A COMMON CQOUNCIL.

‘VIary Burton, the evidence who detected the conspirators,
having applied to the board for the reward offered by the pro-
clamation, issued pursuant to an order of the common council
of the 11th of April, 1741, promising the sum of one hundred
pounds to any-white person that should discover any person or
persons concerned in setting fire to any dwelling houses, store-
houses, or other buildinga within this city : It was ordered, that
the mayor should issue his warrant to the treasurer to pay to
Mr, Moore, for Mary Burton’s use and benefit, the sum of
eighty-one pounds, which with the sum of nineteen pounds be-
fore paid by the corporation for the freedom and other necessa-
ries to and for the use of the said Mary, made in the whole the
sum of one hundred pounds, in full of the reward offered.

The mayor aceordingly issued his warrant, and the money
was paid to Mary Burten.

[45]
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BY the course of the evidence, it appears, that a design wis
conceived to destroy this eity by fire, and. massacre the inhabi-
tants: that fire was to be put to several .quarters of the town,
at one and the same time; that the English church was to be
set on fire at a time when it was most likely there would be the
fullest congregation, and the avenues from the church were to
be guarded by these ruffians, in order to butcher those that
should attempt to escape the flames; this part of the scheme, it
seems, Ury, the priest, bad particularly ‘at heart. The winds
were consulted-which would be most proper to attempt the fires
with. They were to begin at the east end of the town with 2
stropg easterly wind, which {as it was projected) according to
the course of its.situation, wowld probably destroy the whole
town ;- but the kmg’s fort was first to be burnt, because most
likely to annoy these furies when their hellish devices were put-
ting in execution. The negro confederates were each of them
‘to set fire to his master’s house, and proceed to the asvassinating -
their respective masters and families; and these fires were cal-
culated for the night. St. Patrick’s night was the time appointed.
Accordingly we find, as a proof that they were in earnest, the
attempt upon the fort was made on St. Patrick’s night, though,
through the providence of God, the fire did not take effect unti
the next day at noon, when the villain who first put it, had
renewed his effort, by blawing up the same brand that he had
placed for the purpose the night before. (a)

If it be considered, that many of the lrish catholics, unknown
to the captains, runagates, or perhaps purposely sent over, had
been entisted in some of the independent companies posted here,
some whereof were detected of being confederated with the
_conspirators; they could nct have pitched upon a fitter season
* for perpetrating their bloody purposes ;3 for on this night, accord-
ing to custom, their commemoration of their saint might be most
likeiy to excite in those of the infernal league, boldness and re-
solution, for the execution of this horrible enterprize, and others
innccently partaking of their Jeliny, might in such an event, be
thereby incapacitated for service 5 so that, according to this de-
vice, all (it might seem probable to them) would lie at their

() See the no e upon Quack’s confession at the stake,
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mercy. But the fire at the fort happening in the day, contrary
to the purpose of the conspirators, and the town havmg been
much alarmed at the misfortune, though not apprehending the
treachery ; yet, a military watch being kept all the night follow-

ing, the villains were thereat somewhat intimidated, and stopt
- their progress for a while : nevertheless, from the nightly cabals
of the conspirators, at Hughson’s, and the encouragement given
by Ury the priest, the night after the fort burnt, who told them,
now God had prospered them in the beginning, in buming the
fort, they need not fear Fwe must be resolute and proceed in the
work, and nio doubt God will prosper us i all ; execrable w retch!
From hence they took courage again, and it was resolved amongst
them, that they shouid proceed. Accordingly after one week
had passed, they did, we.gee, set fire to several houses within
the compass of a fortnight, sometimes many in a day, undis-
covered ; and made several other attempts, in which they were
frustrated, till at length some Spanish prize negroes having been
seized and committed upon suspicion, a stop was put to their
career. But more than a fortnight passed after the last of these
fires, before the least intimatien was given touching the occasion
of them, that they were the effects of a diabolical conspiraey ;
till Mary Burton, servant to John Hughson, was brought before.
the grand jury, as a witness to a different matter, concerning
which she had testified before the magistrates ; she at first re-
fusing to be sworn to give her evidence in that case to the grand
Jjury, at length rather than go to jail, submitted, but withal bolted
out, that she would give no ewidence concerning the fires: this
hint afforded sufficient handlé to the gentlemen of the grand
jury, to exert their diligenge in sifting out her meaning, and to
prevail with her to disciose the seeret; which, after much en-
treaty and persuasion, they effected, though at the same time,
the girl disburthened herseif with apparent dread and great un-
willingness, from the apprehension of the danger she should be
in of being murdered by the conspirators for the discovery, as
she afterw? ards declared.

By the evidence of this girl, it appears, that her master Hugh-
son was a principal engine, agent and instigator of these deeds
of darkness amongst the slaves here, ever since she came into
his service ; -and by the evidence of others, whites and blacks, it
also appears, that he having kept a public house for some years,
had long since made it a practice to entertain numbers of negroes,
often 20, 30, 40 or 50 at a time, aud by degrees deluded them
to engage in the conspiracy, upon his promises that they should
all be freemen, and that other fine things should be done for
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them ; that apon their consenting, Hughson always bound them
to their engagements by horrible oaths, not only to perform what
they undertook .to do, viz. to burn and massacre, but also to
keep all secret, though they were to die for it; that these oaths
were reiterated at all futare meetings, in order to confirm them ;
and for their encouragement, Hughson often swore himself over
again, and had sworn his wife and daughter into the confederacy
also. That Hucrhson provided arms and gunpowder, further to
convince these dﬂiuded wretches how much he was in earnest;
but the butchery to be executed by the negroes after they had
set fire to their master’s houses, was calculated to be done with
knives; for those weapons, it seems, they judged would make
no noise : thisthe whole current of negro evidence agrees in, and
it is corroborated by whites. That a knife demgned for this
purpose was actually found in the chest of one of the negro con-
spirators, and most others of them were provided with kmves
That Hughson employed some of the head negroes as agents
under him, to decoy other negroes, and their instructions were,
not to open’ the conspiracy -to-any but those that were of their
own country {as they are brought from different parts of Africa,
and might be suppoaed best to kuev\ the temper and disposition
of each other) and when they brought a convert to dughson, or
one likely to become such, Hughson alwa}s gave them drams
till they were intoxicated, and then the conspiracy was proposed
to them ; and they genexally'conaented without much difficulty,
upon his specious promises, and sometimes upon the bare propo-
sal; but if they were unwilling®to engage, they were terrified
by t_hreats of being murdered, till ‘they complied ; then all snch
- were constantly sworn, invited to Hughson’s feasts, and these .
commissioned to seduce others. Man¥; before they knew any
thing of the secret, were invited to Hughson®s by himself or
others: for, by way of “introduction, as well as confirmation,
Hughson, it seems, kept open house for the negroes, and enter-
tained thern at all times, those that bad no money at free cost ;
‘he assured them, they should be always welcome to him: these
compliments he artfully placed as he judged most proper’; for as
to such as were his special agents and dexterous fellows, they
were to pay in money if they had it, or money’s worth, by pil-
- fering and stealing as they could, to raise supplies for carrying on
the common cause ; and they were to bring all to him: more -
especially upon the grand catastrophe, when the town should be
all in flames, and the negroes had butchered ‘their respective,
families, the most valuable things easiest to be removed {particu-
lary plate) were to be brought to Hughson’s, and it seems-they
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had alveady earried on so successful a trade, and Huoghson's house -
was become a mart of so great note amongst the negroes, that
with them it bhad obtained the name of Oswego, after the pro-
vince trading-house. They were likewise enjomed to steal their
master’s arms, powder, &c. and lodge all in Hughson’s custody :
he had many barrels of gunpowder ‘at a time. It appears that
this hellish project was set on foot here, by agent Hughson, four

_or five years before it was ripened for execution ; and it munst
needs have been 2 work of time to seduce so many slaves as
have been detected.

The white conspirators were sworn by Ury the priest in chief,
and the negroes sometumes by Hughson, and sometimes by Ury
in a ring surrounded by them, and he, while the oath adminis-
tering, holding a crucifix over their heads. They were per-
suaded that the French and Spaniards were soon to come and
Join them ; and if they did not come in 2 set time, they were to
begin and do all themselves. Kurther to encourage the town
negroes, they were told the confederates had many whites and
blacks to come out of the ccuntry te their assistance, particularly
from Longlsland, and Hughson was to give the word when
they were to begm The negroes were flattered they were to
‘be formed mto companies, several officers of them were named
for the purpose, captains, &c. and the town was divided into
districts. Thus all was to be their own; and if any of them
were squeamish, Ury the priest could forgive sins, and did forgive
them all they had committed, or should commit, provided they
performed what they had engaged in, and kept all secret to their
last breath, _

But however true these matters have been found to be, so
chimerical, wicked, abominable and inhuman was the device,
that those at a distance might have been apt fo think it all 2
dream, or a fiction, were it not for the last proof of a reality,
which cannot be withstood, the several fires which did happen
in the manner we saw ; which consideration was a great motive
to this publication. The witnesses, whites and blacks, that gave
any evidence, or made any confession at all, agree in the most
considerable article concerning it; the design of burning the
town, and murdering the inhabitants ; and that popish priests were
concerned in it ; which verifies, what is sarcasticaily cited in
Ury’s defence as proverbial, that there can be no mischief ina
country, but a2 Roman priest (if there) must be in it ; but we
- may venture to go one step further, and say, if such priests had
not been here (and some of capacities much superior to Ury’s)
there wonld have been no such plot ; for upon this and no other
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footing can it be accounted for. Let us suppose then (and we
shall find just grounds for the supposal) that such priests or monks
&e. call them what you please, had conceived a design for such 2
horrible, detestable purpose, as the devastation of this city, and
the massacre of its inhabitants, to be perpetrated by the hands of
our own slaves, in conjunction with the most abandoned whites,
the dregs and disgrace of their complexion; and that at a criti-
cal time, when their successful wickedness would have frustrated
the supply of provistons and netessaries to his majesty’s fieet,
then upon an expedition against his enemies in the West-Indies,
upon which perhaps their subsistence was in some measure to
rely ; and that for the purpose, emissaries of these kind of gen-
try were despatched into his majesty’s colonies in several diffcrent
disguises, asthose of dancing-masters,school-masters, physicians,

&c. who under these colourable appearapces, might be most hkdy
to gain admittance and confidence in private families, and there-
by have opportunities of debauching their slaves, and acquaint-
ing themselves of such whife people as might be most likely to
be seduced'to their detestable purposes : who then o0 seemingly
proper instruments to be pitched upon amongst us, by such infer-
nal agents, as John Hughson and such like ? for as the way te
hell must be trod by gradual steps, and no one commences con-
summate villain in an instant; so Hughson had already taken
some hopefel degrees in the school of wickedness ; he had for
many years entertained negroes at his house in all hours of dark-
ness ; and to support that expense, and promote his own lucre,
encouraged them to pilfer and steal what they could from their
masters, and he readily received their spoils : this - might be
thougnt a promising earnest of his qualifications : sure such a
one must be judged bythese craftsmen, a hopeful tool to make
experiments upon ; for e that could consort with slaves in one
kind of villainy, would probably make the less difficulty of go-
ing some steps further. But then his religion! why truly, from
what has already been observed, it might be thought to little pur-
pose to talk about that: but hxs wife (good woman !} was al-
ready a prcfussed papist, as common fame has it; so the busi-
ness might be near half done ; for her persuasion joined to a Ro-
man priest’s assistance, artiﬁce and damty-fine promises, free
and full remission; pardons, indulgences, and absolution for sins
past, present,-and to come, and a passport for heaven on the ¢on-
dition of performing engagements (to do the deviPs business)
bound with the sanction of reiterated oaths, to keep all secret to
the last breath; he might perhaps (as others before him have
~ been) be buoyed up in fuil expectation of becoming rich and great
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here, and of a foob’s paradise hereafter, and thus be seduced to
enter into their abominable measures,

There are some passages of history ina French author or two,
which may serve to add light to our own case and are therefore
thought proper to insert here, _

Mr. Jurieu, in the VI, chapter of his History of Popery,{a)
treating of the intrigues of the popes and papists agamst Eliza-
beth, queen of England, and William and Maurice of Nassau,
princes of Orange, and the league of France, the product of
popery ; have the following remarkable pieces translated from
the French thus,

¢ Pope Gregory XIIL who succeeded Pious the V.(b) entered
also into all the schemes and designs of his predecessor ; which
were to oppress the queen of England, by causing her - subjects
to revolt ; and he had pitched upon one Stukely, an English rebel
and fugitive, whom he had created a count and a marquis, and
he was to go to Ireland, and cause all the papists of that island
to. revoit ; but this Stukely perished in Africa, in that battle .
against the Moors(c) (where died also. Sebastian, king of Portu-
gal.) His death only put the design in suspence a little : soon
after the pope sent to Ireland one James Fitz Morice, with Saun-
ders an Irishi priest, (author of the history of schism) in the qual-
ity of legate, charged with a banner consecrated by the pope,
and plenty of indulgences, to solicit the Irish to revolt. Accord-
ingly Saunders set on foot an army of rebels, who were dispersed
by the first shock by the queen’s troops, and this legate perished
wretchedly with hunger and misery in the woods, whither he
was chased with the rest of the rebels, at the head of whom he
had put bimself, It was about the same time, that the pope estab-
lished English seminaries, one at Douay, another at Rheims, 2

“third at Rome, and some time after a fourth at Valladohd in Spam,
for an inexhaustible store of , assassins, conspirators, and traitors ;
for it is in these seminaries that they breed up Enghuh papists in
these detestable maxims, that every heretical prince is not a le-
gal sovereign, and that people ought, when occasion offers, to
do their utmost endeavour for re-establishing the catholic refigion,
where it has been abolished, without sparing the life of any one
whatsoever. It was out of these seminaries that they afterwards
draughted those parricides, which they scattered throughout alt
England : for instance, one Somervil, (Anno. 1583) with Hall

(a) Quarto edition of his works printed at Amsterdpm. &“no
1653, page 352 to 354.
{6 Anno 1572, (cY -Anno 1578,
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‘the priest, and other accomplices: this Somervil was found
strangled in prison ; which was likely to have been done by his
companions, that he should not discover any thing further of the
conspiracy. '

Amongst these enormous popish conspiracies against the life
of this queen, that which they designed to execute by William
Parry, is remarkable ; wherefore we will report it a little more
at large () We have all the pieces of his process in the first
volume of the memoirs of the league :(g) In short, this William
Parry being affected towards popery (which they call in the
Roman stile, zeal for the catholic religion) conceived a design to
assassinate the queen of England, and he opened the matter at
Venice to 2 jesuit named father Beneditto Palmio, and to the
pope’s nuncio, named Campeggio; they both much approved
of his design, and by their advice he wrote about it to the pope.
This parricide returning to Paris, was confirmed in his intention
by Thomas Morgan, and many, other English papists. Hannibal
Codret, a jesuit, strenuously confirmed him also, cenfessed him
and gave him the sacrament, to fix him in this great undertak-
ing. The pope’s nuncio who was at Paris, named Ragazoni,
was let into the secret, and took upon him to send William Par-
ry’s letter to the pope, whereby he requested to be authorised
in this action, and that full and entire remission of his sins might
be granted him. The pope answered according to his purpose,
as favourably as William Parry could have wished. _

‘The cardinal Como, who had commission to answer him,
wrote him In plain terms, that lis boliness could not but com-
mend and approve the good resolution he had taken for the good
of his service, and that of the public ; that his holiness begged
him to persevere ; and to the end that he might be the better
assisted by the good spirit, which bad brought him to it, his ho-
liness granted him full indulgence and remission of all his sias ;
and moreover promised him great rewards.

The same author in his 8th chapter, .treating of the papist’s
conspiracies in England, amongst other, of those in the reigns
of king Charles the 1st and 2d, and that in Ireland in the year
1642, makes general reflections upon the means made use of
by the author of the apology fcr the catholicks, to invali-

date the proofs of the truth of them; and accordingly proceeds,
page 400. | |

(/) Arno 1584-5. Rapin, 2 vol. folio, page 120.
&) 1n France.
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- Neither (says he) do I find these gentlemen have said any thing . -
apon the affair of Elizabeth Ozxley, Nicholas Stubb, and the
priest Maurice Gifford, which however is a matter of no smail
importance. We find by the deposition of oaths, that the great
fire of London happened by a horrible conspiracy of the priests
and English papists. The deposition of Bedlow proves also, that
in the year 1676, when he was at Paris, the confederates in
the conspiracy, among others, a Benedictine would have engaged
him to set fire to Westminster, Limehouse, and other places,
and that father Gifford bhad joined himself in the design 5 in
the execution whereof they had actually hired cellars in diverse
parts of the city, which they filled with wood, charcoa[ and
all other sorts of cumbustibles. - The story of Ehzabet_h 0xford
strongly confirms that deposition.(#) This Elizabeth Oxley was .
in service at the house of one Mr. Bird, a noted attorney in Fet-
ter-Lane ; this girl having dwelt there about six weeks, on the
10th Apnl 1679, when all the family were asleep, put fire in
her master’s cabinet, where there were a great many papers, and

when she thought that the fire was got beyond extinguishing, -

she cried out fire, and waked her master and mistress. They
happily found means to extinguish the- fire; when that was
done, it was discovered that this ceature had made up a bundle’
.of her own clothes, which appeared to have been packed up at
leisure, in very good order; this, added to many other circum-
stances, caused a suspicion that this servant had put the fire on
- purpose ; she was sent to prison, and upon examination owned all,
She said that about Micheelmas, in the year 1678, she became ac-
quainted with one Nicholas Stubb, an English papist, who had
taken a great deal of pains to pervert her and make her change
her religion ; when he thought he had persuaded her, to fix her
and make her sensible that she had chosen the good part as well
for this world as the other, he several times said to her, that she
~would see all the protestants in England destroyed before the
end of the month of June, the next year;(i) and that all those
who would turn catholics, should live much more happily than
otherwise they could, 1f they remained protestants; that after
all it was a meritorious action to kill an heretic; and that all the
catholics would have a mark upon their hats to distinguish
them, to the end they might not be massaered with the others.
After many such like discourses, this Nicholas Stubb having learnt
that she lodged at this atterney’s house, had often advised her

{#) See Rapm, Folio Vol. 2. page 705. _
) Se@iudy Petham’s affidavit concerning Plummes,

(46]
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to put fire to her master’shouse, to burn that quarter, promising
her for this action five pounds, that is to say 50 of 60 livres,
and gave her half a crown earnest; he assured her also, that
they would at the same time set fire in several other .quarters of
the town. - This girl being gained by these promises, promised
herself, and did all that they desired.

«« Upon this confession of Elizabeth Oxley, the justice caused
Nicholas Stubb to be taken into custody ; at first he denied all
with a brazen front, but when he was confronted with the girl,
he could not resist the force of the truth; be acknowledged ail
that Elizabeth Oxiey had advanced concerning their dealings
and conspiracies. He added he had done it at the -persnasion of
father Gifford, his confessor, who assured him there was no crime
in setting fire to the houses of heretics. He said further, that
there were two Irishmen concerned with him, the one pamed
Flower, a barber, and the other Roger Clayton; that they all
three usually met in the dusk of the evening at St. James’ in the
fields, to consult means for putting their design into execution ;
and that father Gifford had promised to the accused one hundred
pounds for this deed. Afterwards this Nicholas Stubb related a
thousand extravagances wherewith Gifford buoyed up their hopes,
and supported the promises he made them of a sudden chdnge
in England, he told them they would levy a great army in Eng-
land, there were catholics enough there for that, and they would
draw over a succour of sixty thousand men from foreign coun-
tries : he added, lastly, that this priest made them take horri-
ble oaths to keep the secret, and threatened to have them mur-
dered, if they discovered what they knew,

. “1own I cannot coneeive what they can say to inwalidate facts
sc important, and so well proved : here are persons taken in the
fact, and persons that confess, what would you have more?
There 1s nothing of which the hardiness and impudence of these
false devotees 1s not capable ; wherefore there is no doubt but
they will devise some new cheat, and suborn fresh witnesses
to supoort some new romance about these frequent combustions.
It is 2 matter beyond example, that a town should be set on
" fire asit were every year; for since the great fire of Lon-
don, scarce a vear has passed but there has been a hundred
fires, of two huadred and six hundred houses: one cannot be
persuaded that this was natural.  Before we leave this story of
Elizabeth Oxley and Nicholas Stubb, I wish it may be observed,
that this Nicliclas Stubb, taken up upon the fact, and committed
as an incendiary, confessed exactly what Bedlow had deposed
concerning father Giffurd, to wit, that it was he that was the
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instigator of these fires, that they had made preparation for.—
Nicholas Stubb, the prisoner accused, convicted, confessing ;.
could -he have taken his confession from the mouth of Bediow,
whom probably he had never seen.

¢ The author of the apology for the cathohcs, makes great
shew of advantage, because the lord viscount Stafford, and the
other conspirators who were executed, persisted to maintain
their innocence to the last, and denied there had been any con-
spiracy ; wherefore it may be proper to call to mind what Mr.,
Mezeray says upon the gun-powder plot, in 1606. It is cus-
tomary in these conspiracies to bind the consciences of those that
know these affairs, with horrible oaths. You may read in {the
book entitled] Les derniers effort de P innocence affligee, (k) the
form of an oath which they oblige the conspirators to take.

[The following translation from the book itself, is thus intro-
duced by way of dialogue.]

< It havisg been objected, as an argument of great we;gh,t,
that persons executed for these popish conspiracies, persisted to
maintain their imocence with their last breath; the protestant
lawyer answers.

« am surpnsed sir, that you make such a difficulty about thas
obstinate silence; we see,. every day, criminals who, to salve
their honour, and to have the pleasure of saying they die innocent,
resist the most violent tortures; .and you do not conceive, that
people who have hardensd their courage a long while before, for
an ernterprize the most hazardous in tbe world, should have reso-
Jution to keep, till death, a secret whereon depenc_ls not only their
honours, but the preservation of all the Roman catholics in Eng-
land! If they confess themselves guilty, they must name their
accompiice and in doing so, they would destroy an infinite
number of people, and render their religion abominable in the
world, by shewing it is capable of inspiring such frightful senti.
ments, and to cause such frantic designs to be hatched. These
considerations are of such force, that they alone are capable of
supporting the weakest of men, to prevent their revealing a se-
cret of such importance. When the powder-piot was discovered,
in 1605, not one of the confederates would confess; and they
had known nothing from their mouths, without the industry of
the judges, who placed Garnet and Hall in two dungeons from
whence they could communicate, and in the thickness of the
wall there was a place wherein they put two witnesses, who

(k) Printed at the Hague, annc 168‘2. Deu}ueme Entietleu
12mo. begmnmg page 119. :
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could hear évery thing the prisoners szid ; by which means they
were forced to own all. Lastly, would you know the principal
reason why these secrets are so well guarded? It is a horrible
oath wherewith they bind all those who enter into the like con-
spiracies. Read Mezeray, in the place where we have just left
him open.

“ The last day of January, eight of these pnncrpal conspirators
were executed at London, for high-treason. Not one of them
accused either the priests or the monks ; for they were engaged
to secrecy by horrible oaths.

< To give you full satisfaction in this matter, I will show you
the form of the oath, which they admmistered to all tiiose who
were entered into this conspiracy.

¢ The oath for the conspiracy in England,

« ], the underwritten, being in the presence of Almighty God,
and. of the blessed Virgin Mary, of the blessed Michael the arch-
angel, of the most happy St. John the baptist, of the holy apostles
St. Peter and St. Paul, and of all the other saints in heaven, and
of you, my spiritual father,kl) declare, from the bottom of my
heart, that I believe the Pope, the vicar-general of Jesus Christ,
to be the only and sole head of the church upon earth ; and that
by virtue of the keys,and the power given to his holrness by our
Lord Jesus Christ, to bind and to loose, he hath authority to
depose all heretical kings and princes, to oblige them to relin.
quish their thrones, or to kill them ; wherefore I will defend this

- doctrine with all my beart, and the rights of his holiness against |
all ~o:ts of usurpers, especially against him that they pretend to
be king of England ; because he has broken his cath made to the
agents of bis holiness, in pot fulfilling the promise made to them
for establishing in England the holy Roman catholic religion. _
renounce and disavow all sort of promise and submission to the
said present king of England, and all obedience to his officers
and inferior magistrates. And I do believe, on the contrary,
that the protestant doctrine is heretical and damnable, and that
2l those who do not forsake it, are damned. I will also, with
all my might, assist the agents of his holiness here in England,
to extirpate and root out the said protestant doctrine, and to
destroy the said pretended king of England, and all those his
subjects which will not adhere to the holy see of Rome, and the
religion which they there profess. Moreover, I promise and
declare, that 1 will keep secret, and will not divulge, directly
nor indirectly, by word or writing, nor any other circumstance
whatsoever, that which you, my spiritnal father, or others en-

{7) The pious priest or confessor administering this execrable oath!.
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gaged in the advancement of this holy and pious design, will
propose to me, or give me in charge ; and that I will be diligent
and not cease to advance it 3 and there shall be no hope of re-
compence, nor threats of punishment, that shall make me dis-
cover any thing concerning it; and that if 1 am discovered, k
will never confess one circumstance about it : I swear all these
things by the holy trinity, and by the blessed body of God, which
1 propose presently to receive ; and 1 call to witness all the angels
and all the saiiits in heaven, that this is my true intention. In
witness whereof I do recene the holy ard blessed sacrament of
the eucharist.”
The author of the History of Popery goes on, (see page 402.)
 Prance informs us in bis deposition, that the yiiests confessed’
such miserable wretches often, and gave them absoiution ; but
never gave it them till after they had made them reiterate their
oaths, adding always, that there would be no mercy nor paradise
" for them if they ever discovered the conspiracy. Is it then any
thing surprizing, that people (who on the one hand can hope
pothing from their making confession, since they are condemned
to death, and who fear on the other hand with the ruin of their
religion. the;r eternal damnation) have had the bardiness to sup-
press and deny the truth to the last moment! We find every
day, that criminals who for the pleasure of saying they die innc-
cent, deny their guilt at the gallows; and here they would give
us proof from the sience axnd denial of these people, to which
they had persuaded them, that they would be damned eternally
if they let the least word escape them. All the world knows
that Garnet and Oldcorne, who were convicted of the gunpow-
der-plot in 1606, persisted in the denial of it ; and if it had not
been that they deceived them by the means above recited, the
jesuits would to this day have had the pleasure of proving their
innocence by the same argument by which they prove that of
the viscount Stafford, and the other persons executed. It must
be observed also, that according to the laws of Ergland, they
cannot put criminals to the rack; so that the conspirators did not
suffer the least torture. It is then a great marvel, indeed, that
the jesuits, priests, and people who bad hardened th emselves in
the resolution of denying all, whatsoever they made them suffer,
should have had the power to do that which they had resolved,
when we see every day criminals condemned, and who have no
hopes at all of life, resist the most cruel tortures, and persist tii}
death, to maintain their innocence. It is the conscience which
is to criminals a torture of the greatest efficacy to force them to
a confession : so far from the conscience bringing these English
conspirators to a confession, on the contrary, it was that that kept
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them from it ; for they had been persuaded that they shounld com-.
mit an unpardonable crime in confessing, and that they wounld:
d6 a good deed by denying the truth to their deaths. # is ma-
terial to know upon this, certain considcrable facts: for example,
that the confessors and directors of the consciences of these
wretched prisomers and accused, took care to harden them, either
in person themselves or by some others; that they supplied with
set forms of speeches and protestations of innccence for the gal-
lows, those that were not capable of composing any for them-
seives. There was one found in the pocket of Lawrence Hill,
who was executed for having assassinated Godfrey. The exe-
cutioner, after Hill was hanged, amongst many other papers,
pulied out one from his pocket wherein was written the dying
speech, whereof he had recited almost the whole substance. You
will find it a studied piece, expressed in handsome and strong
terms, whereof Hill was not at all capable ; for he was llliterate,
and besides of low genius.

¢ It is proper to shew it you entire, that vou may _]udge whether
it be the stile and sentiments of a vulgar person, or the studied
production of a priest and a jeswt.

< come now to the fatal place where I must end mylife ; and
1 hope I shalf finish it with a courage becoming mine innocence.
I am going presently to appear before the great judge who knows
all things, and judges justly of every thing. I hope it will be
happy for me a sinner to suffer so unjust a death. I call God,
men and angels to witness, that I am utterly ignorant of the
manner, the author and time of the murder of justice Godfrey.
It is nevertheless for this pretended crime, that by the malice of
some vvicked people I am brought to this shameful death, which
1 hope wili be a ready passage for me to eternal life. In this
hope I die with jov, because of mine innocence, and the benefit
flowwing from the precious wounds of my blessed Saviour, by
whose merits I hope to obtain salvation. 1 die a Roman catho-
itc, and I desire zll those who are of the same religion to pray
to God for my soul: and I beseech God in his justice, that he
will please to-detect the avthors of this horrible murder, in order
that my innocence may appear 3 though I heartily forgive my
aceusers, | suinmon them notwithstanding to appear before the
great tribunal of Divine Justice, as well as those who have put
their hands to this bloody plot, to answer for the wrong they
have done to an innocent man : 1 summon particularly the Lord
Chief Justice who presided in- this judgment, and the brothers
of Edmondbury Godfrey, with the jury, the witnesses, and all
those who have been concerned in this affair. O Lord, bless
and preserve the king; have pity on this poor nation, and lay
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mot‘innocent blood to their charge. 1 bid you all farewell in
Christ Jesus, into whose hands I resign my spirit.”

That author goes on—* There is a great deal of art in this little .
speech 3 but I question whether Hill was in earnest in what he
professed. To be more certain that it was not his own perform-
ance, the paper was shewn to his wife, who protested it was
not his writing ; and in truth he had not the use of either pen,
ink, or paper, all the time he was in Jaxl So it is that these
gentlemen harden the courage of their people, to lie with their
last breath.” '

The conformity and correspondence our own case bears to
the circumstances and practices in those aforecited, is so obvious,
that it would be almost needless to remark vpon them: but we
have a further particular considerable ; that to accommodate
themselves to our circumstances, these gentry have goue yet one
step further ; they ransacked ancient Rome, Rome in its state of
heathenism, for a fresh instance of barbarity, and have exceeded
them in vitlainy, inasmuch as the meanness of the submission to
confederate with negro slaves is the more contemptible.(n)

But for this master-piece they must have very well known,
they could entertain no hopes of setting on foot any such conspi-
racy awmongst us, from the utter abhorrence the generality of -
people here have to their principles and practice, Our slaves be-
mg numerous, from the hopes of their corruption only must they
have flattered themselves with a prospect of their babel: and
indeed, through their great artifice, cunning and industry, their
expectations had like to have been too successfully answered, had
not the providence of God interposed, confounded their devices,
and brought them to shame by a detection, whereby maiy of
their confederates have been delivered into the hands of justice,
and suffered their condign pupishments.

The confessions of criminals of both complexions, which were
very many, agreed, we see, minutely in the circumstances of
this conspiracy, as well as the principal things aimed at, the
burning the town and assassinating the mhab1tant as-observed
befcre: It appears by the evidence, that more Romuh priests
than one had a hand in it. Let us remember general Ogle-
thorpe’s letter of intelligence {rom Georgia, that also of the
news-writers, that there were dEblgﬂS brooding in nurope, to ex-
cite revolts and disturbances in his majesty’s possessions in Ames-
ica, from' whence it may be inferred, some politicians had flat-
tered themselves, his majesty would have enough to do to divert
his attention from other affairs of importance to his majesty’

-{n) See Tarquin’s conspiracy, universal histery, p. 48Q.
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dominions.  Could these be dreams, or is it more rational to
conclude, from what has happened amongst us, that they ‘were

 ‘founded on realities ? what bhave these miscreants to say then?

why they will wipe their mouths, and have recourse to their old
trite artifice, which they have always practised on such like oc-
casions, and clamour lustily with brazen ironts, that there was
qo plot at all, and the witnesses were all perjured! for that
Hughson, his wife, Kerry, and Ury denied it, and maintained
their innocenee to their last breath. And so have criminals we
see of their communion often doue before. But the witnesses,
say they, what were they ? Why truly generally such as they
condescended to confederate with in these deeds of darkness :
for who but villains, and the most profligate, debased and aban-
doned of villains, devoid of all sense of shame, virtue and hu.
manity, would confederate with murderers ? and who should
discover them but their confederates ?
Here were their associates, whites and blacks, detected, con-
fessing their crimes, some before conviction, some afterwards,
othersin the torments of their conscience, in prospect of flames ;
some in the anguish and bitterness of their spirits, exclaiming
‘against that accursed oath, which bound them in this detestable,
confederacy, and destined them to that misery; and yet, as it
were, maintaining their innocence to the last, or at least being
silent as to their guilt(g) others again under actual sufferings con-
fessing their heinous crimes, attesting the truth of what evidenced
against themselves, and accusing others, to that time unim-
-peached, who likewise afterwards confirmed their testimony by
their confessions. o
Though so egregiously infatuated were many of these poor
deluded wretches, that they were even persuaded they should
wrong their own souls if they made discovery ;(r) this it seems
‘was the opinion of whites and blacks ; so artfully and painfully
had they been tutored ! so fixed and steady were these black
‘discles in these bloody purposes, that one of them who
was yet at large, and attending at the execution of a confede-
rate at the stake, was so far from being dismayed at that affright-
ful object, that he proposed the present time to proceed to their
e€xecution, upon onaervmg how many white people were pre-
sent.(s)
{¢) This was credibly reported to have shpped from captain Marshali’s
Ben as he was leading to the stake.
{r) See Margaret Salinburgh alias Kerry’s volantary confessmn, the
only one of the kind sent from jail.

(s) Marschalk’s negro, York, afterwards hnng in chains by Hughsm,

~ proposed this atthe execuuen of Quaek and Cuffee, May 30. Se¢ Prince’s
confessmn. .
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But ‘'we may remember, that the principal witness in this
shocking case, and happy instrument of this detection, was
* Mary Burton, Hughson’s indented servant; who (however it
was) no one so much as insinnated to bhave been sworn of the
- conifederacy. As she was the prime cause of the discovery, as
before related, their envenomed arrows have been chiefly pointed
at her ; and no doubt, say they, she must have been the wickeds
est of mortals, to bring 50 many innocents to this shameful, mis-
erable and untimely end. And what have they to impute to
her, sufficient to invalidate her testimony ? Why, one particular,
say they, enough to outweigh all: she deposed, in her first ex-
amination before the grand jury, that she never saw any white
person in company when they (the conspirators) talked of bummg
the town but her master; her mistress, and Pegpy. It is
true, she did so; and indeed it was very ill done: but, should
that one false step preponderate to invalidate her whole evidence ?
Much might be said to aggravate this offence, much also in ex-
tenuation of it. We cannot expect evidence concerning these
deeds of darkness, from witnesses of unblemished characters,
free of all exception. Say she was sworn to the conspiracy ; .
though it did not appear that she was so; and if it was true, it
were something strange, one would thmk that not a ‘criminal.
under execution, or otherwise, who confessed their own guilt
and impeached others, should have declared it; but on the con- -
trary, confirmed her testimony against themselves in the tor-
ments of flames, attestmg, that « she had spoke the truth, and
could name many more,” 4. ¢. that her account of the consplracy
and conspirators, given at their trial was true ; 'which is the
utmost aftestation that can be to the eredibility of any person, as
to the matter treated of. ~And if they had known she was en-
gaged in the comspiracy, from the resentment they must have
borne to her as a principal evidence in their conviction, it' might
have been expected, it would naturally have bolted out from
them ; nor did Sarah Hughson, the daughter, so much as insinu-
ate it, whose spleen was very inveterate towards ber, as the
cause of their detection: but perhaps Hughson’s daughter was
more artfully instructed ; for if it came “out that Burton was
sworn in a party, that mlght add strength to her testimony, and
fix the guilt more strongly upon the parties she accused, by an
#mplied confession of the most material part of her evndence and
if she were not sworn of the confederacy, it might seem strange
to. some that the consplrators trusted hcr so much with their
secrets.

‘There are allowaﬁces to be made, with regard to the spec:ai
‘cireumnstances this girl was under in this case, and some passions
and qualities which seemed natural to her: she came over young

- {47]
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lato this country, an indented servant, a year or-two before :
her first master, after some service, assigned over her indenture
to John Hughson for the remainder of her term, the midsuramer
before this iniqiuty broke dut, when-she was between fifteen and
sixteen years of age : the girl thus becoming under the power of
Hughson, a stranger in the country, and not a friend to advise
with ; her situation was sprely somewhat deplorable ; for, being .
in the hands-and under the influence of so hopeful.a family, and
held to secrecy by her apprehensions of the danger she was beset
with from these assassins, she might think ber condition helpless,
and that she could.oniy wish for deliverance ¢ she was of a warm
hasty spirit, had a remarkable glibhess of tongue, and uttered
more words than people of her supposed education usually do;
such a temper, one might think, could ili brock the ceremony of

attending and serving upon slaves, and such a band of black and
white ruffians; which, it seems; was the service enjoined ber,
neither could they think themselves safe with her, unless they
could seduce.her to their wicked purposes, which they might
have hopes they should compass at last ; and though at first they
might think she was not to be trusted at all adventures ; yet it
so happened, that by degrees, it seems, the conspirators (as de-
pending upon 2 master’s influence over one in her circumstances,
added to the tervors of their threatenings to murder her if she
made discovery) flattered themselves they had her sure, and at
length became so familiarized and unreserved towards her, that
they heeded not saying or doing any thing before her; and thus
she might be let into their secrets, upon persuasion that she
durst not tell. -

The girl, doubtless, must be under terrible apprehensmns
when her life was thus endangered, both from blacks and whites,
if she made discovery ; this must have been matter of great re-
straint to her, and, in her burry and confusion of thought, might
occasion her to utter that through inadvertency, which, upon
calm reflection, she became conscious was wrong, though at the
time, it might be an involuntary suppression only of part of the
truth, arising from an overbastiness in answering, and want of
due reflection : which, therefore perhaps, after making all candid
and ingenuous aliowance, will not be ‘rigorously construed a wil-
ful- and deliberate falschocd.

As to such other white persons as Burton did afterwards aceuse,
against whom there appeared just or probable grounds of im-
peachment, viz. Sarah Hughson, the daughter, Wilham Kane
and John Corry the dancing-master ; concerning the two former,
‘her testimony affecting thein was confirmed by many negre
witnesses separately examined, and far enough apart from each
gﬁher, w}w not only agr&ad in the pamculars affecting thes,
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but the -most minute cirewmstances also relating to the conspi-
racy : and though it may be objected, that they were not legal
‘witnesses (and therefore had not been admitted to give evidence
en the trial of any whité person) yet surely their testimony thus
considered together, not only adds strength .to that of Burtcm,
but does also amount to the utmost moral certainty of the truth
of the facts testified of. But to put the matter beyond dispute
concerning them, this Sarah and Kane confessed their own guilt,
and confirmed (amongst other. things) par tlcularly what Burton
said affecting themsefves.

Kane himself was first impeached by a negro, as well as other

soldiers, however they became so fortunate as to escape jus-
tice ; and this was nevertheless true for its coming from a negro;
for Kane confessing his guilt, made also some atonement by fur-
ther material discovery, which squared with the rest of the evi-
dence ; and both Sarah Hughson (the daughter) and Kane cone
firm Burton’s testimony in general, and in particular also that
against Ury the priest; and as to Corry the dancing-master, that |
he was one of the congpirators, Kane examined apart from Bur-
ton, testified likewise ; so that it may be conceded she only kept
back or suppressed, upon her first examination, part of that
through dread and distraction of thought and want of proper
consideratipn, which at the same time upon due reflection and res
‘membrance she might have known to -be the truth, viz. that
there were other white persons concerned in the conspiracy, be-
sides ber master, her mistress, and Peggy, though perbaps they
might not all at that instant have occurred to her memory;
which, as to Hughson’s daughter, Burton afierwards declared,
she dxd not think of her at the time.. -

Thus far then we may venture o infer Burton’s testimony
af"ectmg the persons by her impeached (whose guilt was mani-
fested by circumstantial.amd other direct evidence of witnesses,
in conjunction with, and corroboration of hers, and by their own
conjunction) was deserv ing of entire credit. - \

We may have observed by the course of the proceedmgs, and
these poor negro wretches have been delnded by degrees, and
cajoled to interest themselves, and become parties in this detes--
table enterprize, through the artifices of agent Hughson; who
{though a mean iliiterate fellow) from his vicious propensity and
natural acuteness, had an aptitude for mischief; which these
eraftsmen made improvemeat of,-and at length rendered suitable
to their abominable purposes. Though we cannot suppose that
Hughson really had the folly or vanity to aspire to a kingdom of
‘the conspirators’ erecting ; yet the notion might be ealculated and
propagated, to captivate the negroes, (for with none but fools
dnd negroes eould. it take ;). and further to please them, it seems
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they were persuaded, there should be a motley government as
well as motley subjects; for Ceesar (Vaarck’s) was to be gover-
nor over free negroes, who were to marry t*¢ gentlewomen,
and Cwesar had got his white governess already provided. If
these phantasms and delusions could have force sufficient to
_ensnare these SImpIe creatures (as we find they had) it mattered
not how extravagant soever the folly of the means was which
seduced them to these bloody purposes, provided they served the
turn and designs of our enemies ; thereby disappointed the supply
of provisions to his majesty’s armament in the West Indies ; laid
waste this city, destroyed the mhabitants, and prepared the way
for an-invasion of his majesty’s enemies, whether seeret or de-
clared, and their making an easy prey of the whole province.;
" neither did it signify how illiterate Hughson ‘was, he approved
himself suﬁicieutly to his masters, by his dettcrous prosecution
of their scncme 5 he did seduce the megroes in the manner we
have seen; he tempted them to frequeut visits-at his house, by
his hospnab]e entertainments, at such an expense as it is incre-
dible he could have suppurted for such a series of. time, as this
mischief must have been broeding, merely upon the spoils of a
- few negroes® pilferings, and without other private assistance. It
must be allowed he_ was trusty in his agency, very 1ndu-tr1011s,
and used no smal! craft to encompass 2 disciple: in the first in-
‘stance, if they were not pre-engaged by a deputy, Hughson at-
tempted 1o make them swear, by forms of oaths accommodated
to their own customs, by thunder and lightning, and such like
forrible imprecations, as have appeared m the course of the evie
dence, without telling themn what they were to swear to: if they
scrupled swearing withont further explanation concerning what;
then he imtimated they were to swear to secreey, that in regard
he kept a public bouse, and entertained negroes contrary to law,
the intent of the oath was, that they should not discover him
therein : if they agreed to swear at all, it was easy to add, (as
-we fiud he did) neither should they tell of what they saw going
forward at his bouse : then upon the main matter proposed, if
they ncmnied to engage In the conspiracy, from any qualm arising
_ either froms the minmanity or wickedness of the design; they
were flattered they were all to be free men, and it was 2 meri-
torious undertaking :-if they thought it would be a sin, there was
a priest that could forgive sins: if all this would not do, their
Jives were threatened if they would not engage, or at least if
they discovered any thing about it: but so apt pupils were most
‘of them, that the bare proposal of the scheme was suﬁczent to
engage them immediately, at all adventures,
Hughson artfully engagéd in thus infamons project, a ne:gh-
~ bour’s negro, .ack (Comfort’s) a fellow. of most remarhahie craft




CONCLUSION. 369

and subtlety for one of his complexion, which qualiﬁed him af-
terwards for a more material witnes concerning these deeds
of darkness ; for Jack bad more wit than to be hanged for them.
Jack was a dxgmﬁed man amongst them, a captain of one of
these bands of fools, had so well approved his parts and capacxty
to Hughson and the rest, that he had a deputation for swearing,
as it should seem ; for he administered oaths, to such converts as
he made, either abroad or at home ; and in-both cases had great
opportunities of caballing with negroes; for his master was fre-
quently absent from home for several weeks together, insomuch
that captain Jack looked upon the house as his own, and himself
as his own master: to his well, every morning and evening re-
sorted negroes from all quarters of the town, for tes-water;
which, therefore, afforded him convenient seasons for gaining
parties, which he made use of to the utmost; and hereat Jack
was so dexterous, that he became the very counterpart of his
master Hughson ; for when their scheme was grown near ripe
for execution, Jack, as well as Hughson, had a list of these black
confederates, their devotees; and ahout a month before the fort
was burnt, Jack had as large companies of negroes at his levees,
as Hughson usually had at his, and buoyed them up with the
same hopes, that at the expiration of that time, the French and
Spaniards would be here to join them, and take the place; ne-
vertheless, if they did not come, they were to agree, and did
agree, amongst them, to proceed and do ali themselves.

We may perceive, that what bhas been unfolded concerning
this mystery of iniquity, came out by slow degrees; the first
hint concerning the conspiracy, was given by Mary Burton to
the grand jury, on her examination the 22d of April ; and for
some time after the trial of Hughson, &ec. for aught that had
appeared, he must have been deemed the projector of it, though
it had been whispered that Roman priests had been, and that
some were then in town; no one however cared to discover
them, so as they might be laid bold of, and dealt with as a sa-
lutary law of this province directs.

Ury the priest was looked uponr with a very jealous eye, soon
-after this iniquity began to unfold ; but no certain evidence was
given concerning him, that he was such a one, and at last it
was suspicion only that caused him to be taken into custody :
some footsteps of others were likewise traced, but they were
too artful and cunning, got out of reach, left Ury the dog te
hold, and slipped their pecks out of that collar, which was afs
terwards deservedly placed about his; though he pretended to
maintain and protested his innocence with his last breath—thcy, -
# secms, were not so fond of this kind of martyrdom.

Ury wasindicted upon the evidence of Burton.and Kane, who
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corroborated the testimony of each other, and Sarah Hughson;
the daughter’s ewdence, establishes the credit of both, as to
what they say concerning him; so that the gentlemen of the
grand jury which found the bill against bim, weighing matters
cendidly and ingeniocusly, saw sufficient cause at that time, to
credit Burton’s testimony ; and to do those gentlemen justice, it
was owing in great measure, to their good sense, discretion,
and indefatigable {abours, that this affair was brought to so hap-
py an issue ; and their painful service during the course of about
three months daily inquiry, ought to be remembered by this city
and country, with the utmost gratitude.

But it so happened th-t for some time before this grand jury

was discuarged, there arose great clamout against Mary Burton ;
for so many negroes being daily taken into custedy (though not
solely through her evidence, but rather principally upon discov-
ery made by the confessions of their black associates already ia
- custody, and their testimony corroborated with her’s) some peo-
ple began to be airaid of loosing their slaves; for, as matterk
were then liely 0 turn out, there was no guessing where or
when there would be an end of impeachments ; every one had
reason to fear tiat their own negro would be sent for next; and
indecd 2l things duly considered, it was most probable there was
but few of them that were not in the secret; and the girl had
declared, that there were many negroes concerned, whose per-
- sons she cOuld or might probably remember, but many whose
names she knew not; so that it should seem, at length some
masters of these siaves, as well as the conspirators, endeavoured

to bring the witnesses, and the notion of a plot, into discredit, if
perchance it might put a stop, not only to further prosecution, but
further inquiry and discov ery also : and these attempts, lackily for
some, bad such an effect, that several whites, as well as negroes,
escaped justice ; who, had the same evidence appeared against
them a few weeis before, would scarce bave been thought objects
of mercy ; nor, fron1 whut we may have observed, would Mary
Burton’s evidence have stood single against them,

However, when the first grand Jury drew near their discharge,
they were importunate with Burton, to discover all the persons
she knew to be engaged in this_viilainous design ; for about this
 time she Lad suggested to some, that there were white people of

_ more than ordinary rank above the vulgar, that were concerned,
" whom_if she told of they swould not believe her. This having been
intimated to the grand jury, they were very pressing with her to
discover ail she hnew, ‘whoever they were ; but the gid stood
mute ; noi could the grand jiry prevaid with her to name any, not
with threa{emngs of imprisonment ; at length, being tired iwith
her obstigacy, they gelivered her over to two of the judges; re-
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guesting themto endeavour to sift the matter out ; but they could
not prevail with her to be explicit. She complained {as it seems
she had before done to the grand jury) that she had been very ill
used ; that her life had been threatened by conspirators of both
complexions, and frequently insulted by people of the town for
bringing their negroes in quesiion, and that people did not believe
what she said, so what signified speaking ? or to this purpose she
expressed herself. She intimated withal, that there were some
pecple in ruffles (a phrase as was understood to mean persons of
better fashion than ordinary) that were concerned. At fast, hav-
ing been threatened to be imprisoned in the dungeon, she named
several persons which she said she had seen at Hughson’s amongst
the conspirators, talking of the conspiracy, who were engaged in
it ; amongst whom she mentioned several of known credit, for-
tunes and reputations, and of religious prineiples superior to a sns-
picton of being concerned in such detestable practices ; at which
the judges were very much astonished; others again were im-
perfectly described by her, whose reputed rveligious profession
might square with such wicked designs, concerning whom the
girl bad long before given broad, hints, but said she did not know
their names, or what part of the city they lived.in; butit came
out at last, that one of them was a doctor (a pmfessed papist, as
common farne' had it) whom she had seen several times after-
wards in the streets, and who upon sight of her, always turned
another way, to avoid meeting her: however it was, this per-
son had the discretion to remove himself out of this province
soon after; and it is said, into foreign dominions ; and it were
much to be wished, that such others, as were justly liable to im-
peachment, would act with the same prudence and follow his ex-
ample, for the sake of their own safety, as well as the peace
and security of ourselves. But upon the whole, there was rea-
son to conclude, that this girl had at length been tampered with-
; might it not be suggested to her, that the reward offered by -
proclamaflon for the discovery, she was already sure of ; for she
was entitled to it; and might she not be tempted to make fur-
ther advantage of the affair ? upon this supposition, the conspi-
rators could not have devised a more c¢ffectual means (if they
sould but prevail with her) to put a stop to further inquiry, to
procure the names of persons to be calied i question at last,
concerning this scene of villainy, whose fortunes and characters
set them above suspicion : they very well knew (for papists or
priests as Ury intimated, are ¢ too wise and too cunning”) #
they couid but prevail in this, they would thereby not only put a
stop to further discovery, but likewise have some pretence, ‘ac- |
cording to their usvat custom, to clamour loudly, there was no
plet at all ; it was a mere dream ! and to serve this turn, they
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ney, which she said was a part of Hogg’s money .which the negro
had given her; whereupon they all went with her to Alderman
Banker’s, and the deponent informing him what she had promised
the said Mary, that is to say, toget her freed from her master, the
alderman directed that she shonld that night lodge with the under-
sheriff, at the City-Hall for safety, and the deponent went with the
said Mary, and left her at Mr. Mills’s accordingly.

4. That some time after the said Mary Burton was parted from
Hughson (to the best of deponent’s remembrance, it was after the
house in the fort was burnt) she came to the deponent’s house, and
depenent was talking about the robbery at Hogg’s, and about butter,
indigo and bees-wax, which had been lately stolen from ether per-
sons, and Mary said that Hoghson, his wife and family had had them
all, it was plain encugh, and that she knew encugh to hang and
burn them all ; the deponent then advised her to tell all that she
knew, saying 1t was a pity such peopIe should goon in their wxck-
edness unpunished.

5. That some time after this, the said Mary said to the deponent
that she was better than ever her mother was to her, that she had
relieved her from the hands of her enemies, by being the means of
taking her away from Hughson’s, and that if ever it was in her
power, she would reward her handsomely for it.

6. ‘Uhat the said Mary Burton further said to this deponent, that
if they had not taken her the said Mary from Hughson’s the night
that they did, she verily believed they (meaning the Hughson’s)
would ¢ither have murdered her, or sent her away in a boat by the

next mor ning. ' her .
' ' Anne z Kannady,
April 13, 1742.—Sworn before the recorder. mark.

The same day and time James Kannady and Mary Goddard
{daughter of said James and Anne) wife of Christopher Goddard of
New-York, mariner, having severally heard the before mentioned
deposition of Anne Kannady taken and read-over in their presence,
did severally make oath, that that part of the said deposition which
relates to'what discourse passed between the said Annc Kannady
and Mary Burton, did so pass between them when they (the depo-
nents} were respectively preseant ; and that what therein is deposed
is the substance and effect of what was so said between ‘hem.

Sworn before the recorder.

Deposition.—-Rebecea Hogg, wife of Robert Hogg of the city of
New-VYork, merchant, deposeth,

1. That one Wilson, a boy belonging to the Flamboreugh man of
war, used to frequent her bouse, upon pretence of acguaintance
with two white boys, servants to two gentiemen that lodged there,

2. That the 'lharsday hefore the robbery was commiitted, the
said Wilson came to her house with 2 man belonging to the afore-
said ship, in order to buy some cheguered linen ; and the deponent
shewed them into the shop, where he (Wil son) bought semething
of lier, and gave Ler a Spanish nine-peuny silver piece in pay, and
‘the c.epauent unadvisediy opening her desk to weigh it, she pulled
out a drawer In view of the said Wilson, wherein were a conside-
rable number of Spanish pieces of eight, whereupon shé  immedi-
ately recollected herself, and shut to the drawer and desk again in
haste, thinking she had dene imprudently in exposing her money to
an idic boy wlo used o be so often backwards and forwards at her
house, and thereuponmade an excuse to send the piece of money
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had luckily with them some owners of slaves, who happened to
humour this artifice, though upon a different view.

It was fit this matter should be stated in its proper lizht ; that
ori the one hand the evidence of this witness (but for wnom next
under-the interposition of divine provid_ence, this city would in
all probability have been laid waste in ashes, and many families
massacred) might have its due weight, so far as deserving of
credit ; and on the other hand, that where she may be justly
suspected to have excéeded the bounds of truth, there a stop may
be made, to consider, and conjecture, how it might have come
to pass, that she told some things incredible at the winding up of
this affair ; and weigh lmpartlally also, the whole current of the
other evidence, remarking how it appears to confirm and estab-
lish her testimony, so far as it has been _]udged proper and fitting
to publish-it.

The other white people executed as well as Ury, hke true
modern Romanists, pretended to maintain (and did protest) their
innocence to their last breath ; though Hughson himself, soon
after his conviction, seemed to betray strong symptoms of his
inclination to confess his guilt, and make discovery ; but if he
was in earnest to have done so, in hopes of saving his own life,
his mind was soon changed (as it was conjectured) by the persua-
sion of his wife ; yet Kerry left such proofs behind her of many
of the particulars of this conspiracy, and of her own guilt, as
add great force to the aforegoing accounts of it; and her recant-
ing .afterwards, is another irvefragable instance, how these
wretches prevaricate, even in their last moments !

That a plot there was, and as to the parties and bloody pur-
‘pose of it, we presume there can scarce be a doubt amongst us
at this time ; the ruins of his majesty’s house in the fort, are the
daity evidence and moments of it, still before our eyes: if the
other frights and terrors this city was alarmed with, to their
great consternation, are, as to some amongst us, s0 soon shp—
ped intg eblivion ; yet surely others will think we ought once a
year Atleast, to pay our tribute of praise and thanksgiving to
the Divine Bemg, that through his merciful providence and infi-
nite goodness, caused this inhuman horrible enterprize to be de-
tected, and so many of the wicked instruments of it to be
brought to justice, whereby a. check has been put to the execra-
ble malice, and bloody purposes of our foreign and domestic
enemies, though we have not been able entirely to unravel the

mystery of this iniquity ; for it was a dalk design, and the veil
is in some measure still upon it!





