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4 That is correct, sir.

R Now, had you prior to the time your mother vistted i

: |you 10 1959 baon oppossd, actively and ctherwise, to Mitlortes |

and Naziism? | . ; ,

| Q. WHen you made the trip to Uermany, &8 you say, on
f ascount of the utmnuc your mother mt you end becauss sho
: was oo close to the theater of operstione, you say you thought !
' that possibly she might be TLtht bout Eitler making things {es

bettor for the German people and thet you mirht be Wmm in
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| and plevured to mo=-well, tried to show me, in one way of

| should do bo bulld wp® H

o

‘him a vislt, and I sald, "How 1s it back there? How is mothar,
and how i everything in general?”

francisco on board the Japaneso steamer Tatuta Maru on March
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honeymoon trip. lHis wife 1s also an American girl. I paid

M had praise after pralse o’i‘ ..m’y of Nazlis,
Naziiewm, Hitlorism, and for sll his intentions, and so on,

reasoning, agoning, mt Eitler wanted to do nothing else but the beat
for the mmw ©f pesple in Germany, and I have told tham,
-nmn. -hw«, you mm mm m hln not mn at.
m im't now mt 1s umm 'bﬂmﬂ thli jnumm
ﬂthﬂ.ﬁ- Any peliey of that W un I;ud htn m.- I%
Ii!a. lead hhﬂhﬁuﬂn I.utnt of uhﬂ Mﬁh m

Ia@tmﬁom:wmtn&wutthmmr
that he um-. "Unless you have changed your mind in this
way of ressoning, I beg you to stay away from my house,"

Q Do you remesber what time it wes that you salled for
Gormany?

A Yes, _nr;

Q@ What date was it?

A I left New York on March 27--22, 1941, and loft San |

27, one o'clock.

& Did you pay your own way on that trip, or dld the
german Consul pay it?

A  The German Government pald 1ei“that is rignt.

% I believe they required you to sign an 1.0,U, s1ip
for the mmount? 3
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vti. I was & now man; no one knew moj and &t the time I m.

Hitler and the ideas and the--well, in regards to the Jeus J-n
the United States, and sc on, I talked of nothing olse but
m-mmut'.m .rmmﬂmmhnnmuu, <]

S SR
s e "““‘iﬂ & very good licking, ss a

| here? We all thought you wore a spy or an P. B. I. agent.
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a very poor Gormanj and all that together helped to lsolete uq
The next thing, when they started, especlally right after
we left mum-m they started to--well, to rave about |

by as 1 .'jfi'fj;_.;_'_j s did befores

ntmorﬁct;

Q x&mi nmnmm

T m&wwumnmannmz
night. m n reached Honelulu, I went out all by myself.

Imvomh_m in the Army, and I thought to myeelf,

miell, I am golng to go along with no ons slse.”
m:muumtum,mmn thing some erﬂu
boys that cams back were a little bit--they had soms drinks,
I suppose~=they came up to me and uia.. "¥ell, are you still

Jesus, we never thought that you was & Dutchmen,

That night; efter we pulled out of the harber, they all
came together, and we sang some songs, and one®, & rathsr
beavy-sot fellow. They finslly put on that Hitler aign, From
that moment oﬁ they all put m Mx‘ signe, whatever 1t 1ge-

& round thing here--snd ene, the heavy-set fellew, he mads
himself leader, udo:aimu,- and songs weres-started to am

m they ‘un-ur Mtr hutu- tozmn Bl muq
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. alveys fought with me in one way or another--one of ths

fellows said, "Listen, vhen you get back to Germany they wiil
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I didn't pey much attention. The next morning when I
cawe beck to the breakfest table a few fellows which had

teach you manners. They will make a Dutchmen out of you.
Othervise you will land up in the concentration camp."

1 said, "What seems to be the trouble? What did I do
wrong?"

This young man, he said, "Why, you dirty so-snd-so, you

stood with your hands in your pooket. Don't you know you |
insuited the Fuehrert"
1 said, "My Christ, whst if I did that? What's wrong?"

He said, "We'll teach you."

8o vhen I stood on deck they bothered me, and one word
led to another. Three or four or five fellows tried to hit
me, and I ianded on top of the deck.

I told them, "I can't fight five of you fellows, but one
at & time 1 am willing to do 1it," but finally they all came
and gave me a good beating up.

From then on I was more isolated.

Q No¥, Mr. Thiel did not participate in that, did he?

A Ho, eir, The only thing what I know definite was
that I heard, betveen San Francisco and Honolulu, when I cams

down to the cabin vhere we had about twenty men in there, they |
were sitting all the way near the bull's-eye, or, rather, the |
1ittle window, and as I valked into the room I hesrd somsons |
say--and I don't knovw whether it waes Thiel or anyone slse--
"Keep quiet. Here he comes.” That's all.

I asked myself, "What'e the 1deA? Who am 19 Do they
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trust me or vho do they thimk I am?”

Then I recollsct one statement which I suppose was made
to all of us, It was made by the German Consul in San Francisc
wvho ve had to see, according to instructions, when we left New
York.

He said, "Young man, when you go aboard ship keep quiet.
Don't talk to no one, especially even amongjyour own people.
There might be agents of the F.B.I."

So I =aid to myself, "Why, do they actually think I am an
agent?”

That's the only possible way I could find out--find sn
explanation for their actionms.

The Attorney General. May it plesse the Commission, I
think this vitness is so unresponsive to the questions and is

would be inappropriste if the Commission directed him to be
responsive and enswer the questions. His own counsel is try-
ing to control him, We Will be here for & week if this kind
of thing goes on.

1 request, with great deference, that the Commission ask
this witness to be responsive to the questions and to hold him
down to the ansvers, instead of going a1l over the lot this
way. I have never heard any evidence like this in my 1ife.

Colonel Royall. May it please the Commission, I would
1ike to join in that request from the standpoint of the other
defendants, for this reason. It 1s impossible to tell from
the question asked what the ansver is going to be, and I do not
knov vhether to object or mot. I would have to object to |
every question. I do not knov what he 13 going to say a!;nt
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" withass could be helped on the lines thet you Indicate by

. to boill 1t down in the English language &8 we would boil 1t
‘dﬂn. I mean, here is a defendant vho feels that in order to

| to the point that he cammot convey the thought which he desires

- English language that we have, slthough he also knows German
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theme other defendants. That particular question, I think, 1if
I recall, vas, "Did the defendant Thiel join in this?"

Colonel Ristine. He ansvered that "No."

Colonel Royall. He answered that "No," but he did not
ptop there. He vent on with momething that did not have any-
thing in the world to do with the question.

The President. Have you any remarks, Colonel Ristine?

Colonel Ristine. Well, Mr. President, of course I would
1ike to shorten the examination and boil down the answers., It
iz difficult, unless I be permitted to ask leading questions,

correctly portray his thoughts it is necessary to go into some
considerable detail freguently, when we, as we think, do not |

consider that that detall would be necessary, |
Now, of course, I do not want the witness curtaiied

to convey to the Commission. I realize the difficulty of
transposing from German to English. Oftentimes in t@mgmg
you get just the opposite meaning if you do not understend both
languages very vell and very excellently. Even translators
have difficulty in that. He does not have the mastery of the

much better than any of us, and I do not know any.

The President. Well, I appreciate the point of both sides
and recognize that it is an earnest endeavor to get the truth
in a cleer way and without undue repetition. I am just wonder-
ing if the two sides could possibly arrange it so that the
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. possibly referring to a statement which is alresdy in evidence

that might help in getting & responsive ansver.
VWould that be prectical, do you think?
The Attorney Generel. No.

Colonei Ristine. OFf course, if the Commission pleass I
' am not prepared to interrogate him along those lines, because

I could not segregate those questions, but if I could ask some

leading questions--
The President. Well, proceed with your Question, and I

l M

 hope that the witness vill follow the instructions of his own

counsel and be responsive and direct insofar as he can be to
The Witness, 1 shall try to do so.
Colonel Ristine. If I may be permitted to ask leading

| questdons, 1t would shorten the matter, 1 think,

The President. I think you can go ahead, having in mind

| the wishes of the other counsel.

L

Questions by Colonel Ristine:

Q@  Did sny of the members on the boat threaten to
report you vhen they arrived in Berlin becsuse of what they
termed your misconduct and disrespect?

i Yes, sir. This--

Q 1 do not believe it is necessary to go into the
detail of it. You have ansvered the qQuestion.

A Yes, sir.

Q Kow, do you remember the date when you arrived in
Berlin, or spproximately when yﬂﬁ arrived?

A May 13, 1941,

Q@  Upon your arrival there did you find wvorke

s e R L S R w0, IGE
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A No, sir, not right avay. I was told, when we VWere
received, we had to fill out a lot of applications. Thean we
vere told we had two veeks' time to go home, and then after |
thet report for possible work.

[ But you did obtain employment?

A I did, I officislly went to work on the 6th day of
June, 1941.

Q  And where did you go to work? |

A I vas employed vith the German Foreign Office. f,

Q@ Did you hold vhat ve would term in this country a
civil service position?

A No, sir, _

Q  What kind of position a1d you hoid?

A Well, I have to come back right--one of the other }

. @efendants said a referent. I would merely call it--

Q  VWere you a member of the military esteblishment?
No, 8ir,

Well; then, you vere a civilian employee?

That 4is correct.

In the Foreign 0ffice?

That is correct, sir.

Wiil you tell us what your duties were?

= o » o > £ @

I worked as & monitor with the Poreign Office in the ‘

| American group. Our work vas to receive and trensiate all the

trensmissions from American stations.

Q In the performance of that work how long did you

| vork?

A I had three different--

Q Ro. T do not médn hov long per day. T mean hoy

Tl
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long in months were you engaged in that kind of work?

A I vas engaged with the Foreign Office from the 6th
day of June, 1941, until the 28th of February, 1942,
| Q@  Wow, during that time did you listen to any broad-

' casts of the President of the United States?

A Yes, sir, to every one he made.

_ Q And did you listen to other commentators in the

~ United States?

| A Yes, indsed. I 1istensd to Secretary of War Knox,
Secretary Stimson--let's see.

Q  ¥ell, it is not necessary to give all of them; just
: A  Then I listensd to all the commentators, ilke
' Volney Hurd, from WRUL, Boston. Then siso daily to Graham
 Bwing--Raymond Graham Sving. Outside of that, to all the
. commentators of the NBC, National Broadcasting Company, as well
a8 of the Columbia Broadcasting Company, which were stationed
at Stockholm, London, Moscow, Vishy, Bern, Ankara, Cairo, and,
up until last December, Singapore.

Q  Fow, who vas your employer, S0 to speak, or your boss
. 4n this particular vork that you were engaged in?

A Foreign 0ffice.

Q Did you have occasion to meet or had you met in
connection with that work the lieutenant whose name has been
mentioned & good many times, Lieutenant Kappe?

A That is correct. He is responsible--he 1= the man
who gave me the job, Who helped me 80 that I get the job. As
a matter of fact, he gave it to me--I mean he called up the
head of that department vhich vas known officially, German
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Foreign Office, Section R, standing for radio, I suppose, and
the head of that was MNr. Ferra; and he called on the second
day, I think, of June, 1941--he called this Mr. Ferre on the A
phone and told him that he has a man vho is gqualified for thnt
kind of work, because he had only shortly before taken two nn;
avay from that service. [

Q  Well, when did you first meet Lieutenant Kappe? f

A  Lisutenant Kappe I think I met him the first time
on June lst or the 2nd, 1941,

Q And that vae in Beriin?

A That was room 1025 of the German High Command in

Q You did not knov him when he was in the United

e I ———

States?
A Mo, sir.
) And had never met him in the United Btates?
A No, sir, no.
Q Lisutenant Kappe vas the man, you say, vho recommended
you for this oivilian job in theForeign Office? |
A That 1s correct, sir,

Q Now, in that position did you have an opportunity to

learn of the conditions in Germany? Without giving me any

details, did you learn of the conditiones of the people in
A Do you mind--I did mot quite understand what you |

{

sald, sir. |

4] While you were working in this position as a Ionitor.!
did you have an opportunity to leara about the 1living emﬂtleﬁ

i

of the farmers and the leborers and the peopls in Germanyy
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a-o them I said,"I would like"--

Without any detail, just ansver the guestion.
"I would 1ike to give you everything I know."
How, were all the statoments that you made in that

document reduced to & written document during those five op

six daye after you first reported there?

Let me see Exhibit A, if you have 1t thers.

I hand you Defendant's Exhibit A and ask you to state ir

that is in sum and substence & transcript record of the state-
ments ¥hich you made to the F.B.I. (handing & document to the '

vitness)?
A

Q

O = o >

Yes, sir.

This conteins the statements and the
answers to the gquestions which were put up to me.

And I belleve that you signed each page of that?
Yes, indeed.
And the certificate?

That is correct, sir.
1 vish you vould tell the Commission if the state-

| ments made therein are true.

A

wvhen I vent to Washington, well, my mental state vas very much

in a fog.

Yes, sir, as far as I could recoliect. At the time

I was tied up in knots, and I had & hard time to

: remember names and dates and instances, and Mr. Traynor was
. very kind of helping me along, and things came back slovwly, I

. by little it came out--words and names and instances and dates,

- had nothing written down.

| and so on, and that is all in there.
Well, it ie substantially correct and true?

Q

A

Yes,

indeed.

Every word in there is true.

§e &
¥

\
i
b
i
}

|
|
|

i

I had it a1l in my mind, and 1ittie |

1
|

{
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 without giving me any details mow, did you come to in your own

 trying to be honest to yourself, this has to be fought,
' effectively 1 could not fight it while I be in Germany--while

I remain in Germany--so therefore I had to find a way to get
out of Germany, and that is what I did.

~ languages were spoken, and therefore different members--
~ members of different nstionalities worked there, from & Chinese

. chances whether--looking for chances to get away.

2521

\ . &
Q@  Now, what decision did you coms’ to afteryou learned
the resl condition of the German pecple, their condition of

servitude, their lsck of freedom, and all? What decision

mind?
A First of all, I reached the decision that just by

Secondly, by Jjust common sense, it was made clear to me that

Q  Now, you might tell the Commission how the oppor-

tunity first came up thet you thought would serve that purpose
 in your desire to get out of Germany. Just tell them, very

briefly nov, hov that first ceme up.
A In that office where I worked we had fifty-three

woman to Indian, or representative of every country, prectic-

ally, all over the world.
1 had ample opportunity to see both sides of 1t, also .

There vas & girl working vith me by the name of Leonhardt.

. The young lady came to the United Stetes when she was a child,

. and she must have 1ived there &t leest for twenty-five years,
- and she made one statement to me ome night, "George, it is &

_ erime for you to be here in Germany. You could do mich more

. for your country somevhere else.”

So I seid, "Whet do you mean?”
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. #til1l not disclosing his innermost feelings to the polnt that

§

he would be summerily executed, it is diffiecult to follow; |
but the guestion that I ssked him was to state very brlefly
the informetion that he obtained respecting & method by which
he could get out of Germeny for the purpose of fighting the
conditions.
_ The President. I beke 1t you have introduced in evidencs
this former statement of his? |
Colonel Ristinme. That is correct.
The President. And which he states is true?
Colonel Ristine. That 1s true,
The President. And this 1s & repetition of that?
00_16#’!“1 Ristine. It 1s repetition; yes, sir. 1 sgree
that '.ﬁ: ‘48 repotition. I debated whether or not there was
any gennnﬁ for his tsking the stand, but he desired to take,
the stend, and I desired thet the Commission might have sn |
opportunity to observe him as & witness and to listen to him;
and I em Just itrylng to hit the highlights,
The President. Proceed.

Colonel Histine. Let me mske this observation. It was
so difficult, under the conditions that exlsted over there,
for snybody to get out of Germsny after they were once in
Oermeny, that I think 1t 15 necessary to go into some detall
sbout the mstter.

The President. Proceed. ‘

The ¥itnese. The young lsdy esld to me, "If you are ;
interested, give me your story. lh:w you gol any recmendg-i
tion?" I ssid, "I worked rar- the foreign office here and
there, and & Lisutenant Keppe." 8ho said,"Heutenant Keppe?

1 know him personclly.” That is ell,

S

[
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‘ trou this young lsdy--not & letter through the mall, but this
i
| young lady brought me « letter, wnd I was requested Lo go to

i;‘ s certain gection im Derlin, & Private spurtment. At that hour|
¢ ol hour

ﬁ whon I ceme there thers wes no one there. After a mﬂ; .ml.J

i
I

welting & young ledy came and %ok me upstsirs into prxvuw

i

i The man asked meé guestions. “Gherc huve you beent Lo ,ou'm'

¥
|

Do you know mta u-riuw- -
,_;,‘".I htwo ‘n,ovur bun thm. o
"‘ﬁa"‘m hnw the Mh mﬂ'

e pparr e e ——

"_": mg nah bnn t.hsu eu:hu' "

4 nparh-ht «nd efter & while I was introfuced to & Dr, ﬁnnl.-

,z uq.n "I have imn in w but I don't ,mo, ,“»:.n‘ 3

z !pg m kuow Russia?”
| s a;t' only through Russis by trein."
; age you unm Ireland?"”
! ;:,es;ggm"l heve only been in Uelway; et Le 313.1'*'
4o he cross-exsmined mo m asked me questions for wbout

. an nour and asked me to write & version of my own imeginsiion,

' on How do 1 get to Americsef?

{ So I went bsok to Berlin, into the business section, and ;

| X

| went to the Hooten Compeny wnich had & branch there, the }

.. : . !
!

| North Uermen Lloyd and the Mu‘-ﬂnricm Line. I wanted to

find out what ways wore still open &t thet tlme, whet ways

. go out. So I was told there wes an ltalian sir line company

1 still opersting from Italy somewhere into morthern afriocs, }

were open for & wman who has & Puss or is glven the rignt to I )
l
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Cermsny, before you were successful in connecting with the
mesns by which you ultimately got out?
A Yes, sir; I looked for every possible way there was.
Q You did ultimstely find & way by which you thought
you could get out of Germany. Is that corrsot?
A Yes, indeed,
@ ind that had to do with the sabotage sohool snd
what followed; 1s not that correct?
A Only &t the second meeting did I know that there was

. a sabotsage school or--

g 1 d1d not mak you for those deteils. All those
d-ta:‘h bave been given. Just state this to Lhe Commission,
fhen you were endeavoring--

The President., Pleass put it in the form of & question,
We have hed statements 4d 1lib. I would like, If you can, to
have you put it in the form of & guestion that will bring
forth & reply that you wish to put before the Commisslon.

Y I think that by calling for statements you lay us open to

wasting & great desl of time on informstion that we slresdy

 have in lht-mtl._

Colonel Ristine. I do not belleve, Mr. President, that

| I quite understand. I wes altemptling to ask & guestion in

leading form so 1t could be answered yes or no.
The President. I wish you would do that, so that the
answor will not eppesr in the form of another statement,

Colonel iilstine. I am endeavoring to avoid these long,

. detailed stetements.

Questions by Colonel Ristine:

Q Mr. Desch, dld you have any thought in your mind

S IR R S
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A Yee, sir.
Q Just tell the Commission what happened in that con-
versation, if it was short.

'y Before we went to school, smong my records of every ;

msn I wes also given the record of the defendant Burger, ‘Mg’hg

stated that he hed boeen in & concentratlon camp, &nd so on,
For 17 months, was it not?

Yes.

Lo

‘Just tell us the conversation you hsd with him,

Wi np..thg first Saturdey night all of us went over ‘to
& resteursant about 30 or 35 minutes' walk from school, and
Burgar end I walked two or three hhﬂlm yards shesd of the
others , snd I sald, "lell me your side of the story qf«itﬂ:u_
mm;i'th}.' fhe other side I tmm." So he merely said,
"Why, the dirty"--I can't recall just the words he used--
-mam .Inn_i‘ Himmler,"” he said. I sald, "Ihst is encugh.
Please keep quiet. Don't say nothing mp more. The day and
the time nu come when I will voopen it sgain to you; but
now do me & favor and say nothing, not even that 1 nM you.
Forget 1t."

14} '!on &id know &t that time of the 17 munths that {
he hed served in & conconiration cemp and the sufferings that

ne hed gone through?
& I didn't know sbout his sufferings. I only knew .
the case as it was presented In & file which I read, gnd theroi
1 seen the Jjudlicial end of 1t, a8 1 would osll it.
I acked Lieutenant Eappe, "As fur ae you know, did that

boy get sent to & concentration camp for his own personal

resson, or what?" He merely said, "He msde & mistake.

He wanted to help the Pollsh people.” That was &11 I wunted

. It I?‘i_.: i
- ; - o e
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I objected with everything I had,
Well, you objected to coming over here armed?

Unarmed .

A
Q
A
Q You wanted to come unarmed?
A Yee, indeed.
Q And thet was granted you?
A  Yes; and I bad & hard fight to convince him.

Q When you landed I belicve you saw, or during the
landing I believe you sew, & member of the Coust Guard?

A  That is right.

Q@ Would you tell the Comalssion Very bricfly what your
conversstion wes with the Coast Juard man? l

A After we had left the rubber boat I had, sccording

. to instructions--

Q Just talk sbout the conversation with the Coast

Guard man.
A Ihe boy was walking toward the two sailors end

. myself, and I ran right up to the boy becsuss he hsd & flash-
' 1ight, &nd I:r:l.gurd he was not one of our boys. He said,

sttig fls
11:10

"what &re you golng down here?" 8o I said, "Well, we left
Southampton to go down Go Montauk Point end we got lost snd

landed here."
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~ Two hundred or §210 I gave him first, snd the boy teok |
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I said, "Qor, it 4s all :'.'Lmt, You will hear from me,"
ull the boy said, "lgg, Beran ﬁt of this place here." That
was what. S ' A
Tha Doy walked away; I walked over to tho fellows. | :", j
@ Hsd you proviously told the tws sailors who brought
! you mshore to go back lm the boat?

A To um, nu h ;lt pm.
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: A Yos, sir. I had thought--T stated to Burger-ei
stated, "Every one of those boys from the beginning, I met

mt:mtmthntzmmuﬁtmnhamm and
‘:muuntmam,mtmuuytow..u, 1807,
mmﬂhmMIﬂnnnitnwhﬁytohmm
to the law,'" That is all,

.&'__ mmmtolﬂ”xm. udmg-tmmgg
u&anr.a.:, agants theret | -

A m*mmm-mmumm-

a' {lntama.ns3 Answer my quostion. L4 you got in
mut vﬂhﬁl Fa Bs ot

A ..,‘!‘“’ ur. M is correct.

Q mm;u- mqnmq;r

-A. 'm wohtn;. ssven-Torty or seven-fifty.

you had with the F. B I. on that oscasiont

A 1mmmuwmm-mummu
ﬂuMd}ulnww of fact, I Jnkﬂup from the bm-

Q@  (Interposing) Just toll us the conversation.

A I told thes that I am a German citisen that mrrived
in this country yesterday morning and that I had « statement
R TN I wish for him to instruct his #ashington
office that I will be in lll'h!.!um either Thursday or Priday
this coming week, because I was mentally not--I was mentally
not at easo; I was all tied An kmota, :

S0, he questioned me} “mdm*t you come~-"

4 (Interpostng) Limit your statement to whet you sald
v B¢ hiu and shat lLe sald to you.

thewm contimuously--every one of them. I had to. I knew m :

R  Weuld you just tell the Comuission what oonw*numi
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Mﬂww%mnmmun
nouuiou. "You know, mo,ﬂammomtgw

j‘-‘z ;.;."o; IM M mp M is not !.n Mh §
Q _5.'011. 1t 15 ubstanticlly 14 thore. )i
A . No, sir. The first mm minutes there !.-uomag

erposin 3”&9“10%31: momuﬁy
in there, 1s 1t not?
A Yes, as it came oub; that Is right.
Y I do not want to go inte the details apain,
A Bo, I deu't wish %6 do taat ofther, sir.
1

mennmﬂam.miutwuon, in your

,,omm:- &0 got out of Germany, to do anything other than fight

Luuun and Eltlar:l—f

Lo e ke main reason why I left Gormany was to go

aﬂum,!ﬁh'tmomptwmun.mf
pot--clown"; something 1ike that-="I Just dldn't believe you, |
'mmmﬂww:munm;-mm:;
‘munm mnuu.
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wtmddowwcnihmlr;ﬁﬁthmhnmt that what

is unhuman in Germany. That ni"ny'riut idea or idesl T
fought for or i thoughts but when I then came in contact with
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' work protty shortly after you arrived?

when I been the second or the third day in the fall in Hew

A Well, at the begluning 1t wae the plan when Yajor
Hotzel and H-Ollm Astore-

4  (Interposing) I do mob want any lomp explanation.
P14 hs o &4 ke ot want you to start the sbotags wesk .
Mﬂy um m arrived?

to get W scclimted. "
ﬂl mhd nﬁutl.onll tl.ui!

m yes.

QL S0 that you could rmﬂlh = proper mmm or

the nutu- ﬂ ‘take care of ln; munmlu in hm:g,

Moty 1 mms T ok

4 You ot more time, 44 you not?

A Yo, indeed. o E

Q tbou-vbuuutunm.hsmuumt :‘ :
during your entire dfscourse with the ¥, B. I. you were in |
protective mwl; and not in arrest; is that right?

A During the time of my stay in Weshington, I was in
protective custody.

Q  ¥hat time d1d4 you first learn that you were in
arrest?

4 Officlally I found out on the 23th or 29%h of June,

York City. .
Q@ There was something sald about an effort to get you

te plead guilty in the ilstrict Court or in the Padspgl Court
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Q And then after thinking it over did you change your
mind?

A I didn't think 1t over. There wers & few physical
facts which actually made me think--realigte what I vas going
to do.

As I went upstalrs and was brought back to the cell I
happened to look cutside, because I was given the promise
dovnstairs "That's the only possidble way for you, George, to
keep everything quiet. WNo one shalil knovw it." And when I
vent upstairs I happened to look out the s1it, and there, at
11 or 12 o'clock, sat an agent with a newspaper. My picture
was in front.

I said, "Wnat? They promised me that, for that reason,
end they are doing just the opposite. What is going on?"

I sald, "You have been on the defense continuously. Why
don't you look at this real? They want you to plead gullty
to an offense you knov you did not commit. You are obstruct-
ing justice. I can't do it."

That same night I requested to see Mr. Donegan, and the
next day when he came he said, "What do you want, George?”

I said, "Mr. Donegan, what vas agreed to last night I l

could not do." 5
He merely said to me, "Well,it is in the papers,” and he
valked out, and I never seen him no more. I seen him down ;
here in the courthouse.
I requested day for day, all the time, to smee an agent
or representative of the 0ffice of the F.B.I., continuously,
and I did not-- :

Q ¥ait & minute. What are you talking aboub now?
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Q ALl right,
A ¥hen I 2av him in November the first time he said,

"Do you remember on the 2ad of June when I saw you the first
time? You met another person who was in civiiien cilothest”

1 said, "Yes."

"I took you out of this office and went to another offfice?”

I said, "Yes."

"Everything that vas said at that time vas made on a
record.”

Q@  We understand, a dictaphone. Now, let us come down

" to the second time. That was June 3rd, wes it? I mean, after

the Janusry meetings you d4id not see him for some time, did
you?

A I met him again &t & gathering of what we called the
German-American Kamaradesche--well, it is & gathering of rnmrl

. German American people who have been in the United States--

vhere Lord Hav-Haw spoke.
What is Hav-Hav's name?

I think Perkins. I am not quite sure of that.
Pid you kunow him? |
That's the main reason I went there. |
Did you lmow him?

No, sir.

o > o » o » b

Well, you sav Kappe there. Did EKappe talk to you
there about anything special?
A  He merely said to me, "Well, Mr. Dasch, how are you

| @oing out there in the office?”

Q  Vere any of the other defendants at that meeting?

A No, eir,
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Q That is all. No.

A  That's right.

Q What else did he say about your going to America on
Decembsr 3rd?

A He said that the German High Command wants a group
of people to go to the United Btates to sabotage.

Q@ To sabotage? :

A That's right.

Q  So it was in December that you first heard about

. sabotage?

A  That is correct.

Q And then he asked you, Would you be interested?

A I told him, "What do you mean, United States"--

Q Nov, Dasche, listen to what I say, please. Did he
asek you if you would be interested? I did not ask you vhat m
said to him. ‘

A Yes, indeed. I told him I vas interested.

Q  You told him you were interested. Did he ask you to
drav up & little memorandum about it?

A That is correct.

] Then you vent off and spent several days on the
memorandum, or several hours?

A On, several days,indeed.

Q Several days?

A Yes.

Q Where did you get your material to write up the
memorandum?

A Out of my ovn head.

Q OQut of your own head?
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m the truth. Military sebotege was merely just like any vl
Ié’ﬂh‘u. and I vent &1l the way down oven to the--hov a man
imammuu.uﬂmbmumn.
Q That you took back to Kappe?
A That's right.

Q Did it impress him & good deal? Vas he interested?

SRRt

 He complimented you on 1t?

| A  Not at that time.

Did he later compliment you?

Yes, indeed.

He told you it was a good job?

Not only himselif, but also Captain Astor. He

> o > O

complimented me.
Q@  Where did you get your idess about military sabotage
from?
A Well, vhen you are in my position where I have been

{
!
{
|
i'
1‘
|
§

4in, you get all kinds of ideas. You vant to get going. In
order to get going you have got to impress that you are able
to do something. '

Q  Dasch, vill you ansver the Questions I am asking you?

|
1 did not ask you for a reason. I said, Where did you get your

ideas about military sabotage from? Will you answer that¥
Yes, sir.
Go ahead and ansver that,

A
Q
A From the radio; from my work.
Q From the radiof?
A That is correct.
Q What particular radio messages or talks did you get

your ideas from?
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sgain, sometime in March, 1942, when I also met the defendant
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sabotege work?
A 1 suggested only one nama.
Q What was that name?
A Werner Thiel.
Q And wvhen did you suggest Werner Thiel?

A That vas on the night when I met him, the first night

Kerling the first time.

Q@  And vhy did you suggest !Mol?

A Becsuse I spoke to the defendant Thiel for & half an
hour, and thereafter Lieutenant Kappo came over to me and said,
"Listen, George, do you know this boy?"

I said, "Yes."

He said, "What do you think of this fellow here?”

I said, "What do you mean?"

He said, "Do you think he knows America? Do you think he
would be good for this?”

I said, "Well, do you want me to decide on that?"

He said, "Go shesd and arrange & meeting with him.”

That's what I did.

Q Thiel vented to go?

A  No, When I met the boy the first time on Saturday
night--

Q Do not go into that. Did Thiel want to go or didn't
he wvant to gof?

A He didn't say yes or no.

Q He did later say yes?

A Hot to me.
Q

But to Kappe?
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| and see whether or not they vould be good saboteurs? When did

A
Q
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That's correct.

When did Keppe first give you the records of the

| other defendants so that you could go over them and study them

, that first happen?

A
Q

1 can't ansver that guestion, sir.

When did Kappe first give you records of the defend-

| ants to go over?

{ A It vas during the first or second week of March,
19%2} gir.
_ Q  That was before the school started?
Yes.
§i So you and Kappe were organizing the school, vere
, you?
=' A  Ko--
’ Q  Will you answer that first and then explain? Vere
;youlndhm organizcing the school?
s
f Q  You vere not?
A That school vas organized two years before.
Q By vhom?
A I suppose by the German High Command.
Q By the German High Commandy
A Yen, sir.
Q Did Kappe tell you that?
A Hie told me--first of all, he told me that there ig

such a thing, that there is a sabotage school,

Q

A

Hov did you find that out?

Furthermoe, When I céme out to that aschool I seen

e ——— S St et
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Q That is correct.t

A That is right.

Q Didyu report then back to Kappe and make your
recommendations on the names submitted?

A I had been ®sitting up in the Ksukasus, which was the
biind headquarters of his office. I merely sat there and made
notes,

Q@  Well, eventually you reported back to Kappe and told
him what you thought of those names?

A In this position I was in I had to play--

Did you or did you not?

I told him yes, I thought they would be good.

You told him of some that would be good and some you
thought vould not be good?

No, sir.

You thought they would all be good?

o > o

To me, the way the possible chance was presented--

o = o >

Listen, I do not care about your chance or anything
else. I am asking you what you did with Kappe. Did you report
back and talk over with Kappe these names as possible ssboteurs?
You did, didn't you? Ir you did, say so. If you did not, say
so.

A Talk over? I did not talkover anything with him. I
did not, sir.

Q Did you make a report on the names?
This I can't recollect no more.
What?
In order to understand what you mean--

o » O >

Never mind. Just think over ths gquestion ang mﬁer.:
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had no idea, d1d you, that there were eny Gestepo agents down
there?

A  VWhere? |

Q In the Nev York office of the F.B.I.

A I don't belleve in this so-called story that there
are Gestapo agents here in the United States.

Q Well, the ansver is no, then?

A Ko, sir, ;

Q Fine. Then I have gotten an ansver out of you. HNo.

A No, sir. 2o

Q@ VWhy didn't you go right avay to the F.B.I.? Were you
toc nervous?

A I had three uum. sir. May I explain all thres
roasons?

Q@  Surely. Do them guickly--ail three.

A All right. First of eil, I was & mental and a nervous
émek_. I wvas 850 glad that I was here. And, second of all, I
' bad to be human, and that 1s mainly--I had to be human,

Q  And third?
A Just one second. Why I had to be human--I have got to

| explain that to the Commission. I knew why I came. I studied

]

| every other possible one to find out & reason vhy they came |
: |
x;)un- I kmev this boy--what's his name here? f

|
| |

Colonel Dowell. Burger.

The Witneas. Burger--why he came here--but I wasn't quito |
l sure vhy this little kid Haupt came here, a boy who hag nnm-+
l;..c..;-.....,au;rrmu-m:nt':m.muanmu. ¥ho had his mother here |

|
(and had 11ved here in America. I didn't know why he came here.

I could not et any time run to the police and at the sane

P
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Questions by the Attorney Cenerals

Q You were & nervous wreck, but you were & happy Ty
nervous wreck, were you not? _

4  Bir, on the firsi Saturdey night when I landed here
I sent tils boy home.

Q  If you were & mervous wreck, why did you go to the

waiters’ club end plsy cards two nights and a day?

A That wes the best thing I could have done.

Q  st wes good for you?

A Yos. For s Gay and & half or two daye, or how many
hours 1t was, I didn't think of nothing else but playlng cards.
When I got out I was Gesd tired, wnd I went home wnd had & |

i1 e Mo BT s R R AR S S e ) s g

good sleep, and the next morning I seid, "Now, let's go to
work . "

q  Are you & Communist?

'y ﬁﬂ, sir, ‘

[} l.l..;-_g you ever & Communist?

4 No, sir,

Q  Did you ever tell snyone that you were a Communist?

A Yes; I did. .

R Viho d4id you tell? Did you tell Pete you were u
Communist¥

A No, sir,
Q You never were & Communist?

A Just one second; I would like to get thst straight.

~ You cannot aek & guestion to & man-~"Are you & Communist?®

That 1s impossible.
Q I can.
A It is the same way &5 1f I would sk you, "Are you

& Democrat?” I beg your perdon; 1 would ldke to meke that
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and that 1s why I hed to go--not to become s slsve.
The Attorney Genersl. I think that 1s =ll.
Colonel Royall. I would like to ssk the witness & fow

‘guestlions.

CROSS EXAMINATION
Questions by Colonel Royall:
Q  Dasch, from the time you first telked with Burger
after mui.ng in Americs, he m- that you were Pm’_.é;s...‘to

§o to mtm &nd report m ihum. did he not?

& \uu you repest that?

Q hqh take your time, m«—' I Just waat to sek you s
o simple quucim. Do you Want to rest & minute before I
ao mg t.hh! e |

A. Imu like ‘Lo, yes.

The M-Ldmha We will nnon 'rnx- ten minutes.

. un mrorul recess was Leken, at the oonchm!.on or

-hm Lhe rollm:lag “cmqu

_!ﬁi Prqnigqntﬂ. !ho-sn;;lgn,in open . :

Golonel Munson. Daseh, you are reminded thet you are
8t1ll under oath.

‘The Witness. Yes, sir.

Colonel Ristine. If the Commission pleuse, there is just
one guestion that I hed intended to ask but which I OIS.M
to ask. May I sk 1t now?

The President. Yes.

DIRECT EXAMINATION--Hesumed
Question by Colonel Kistine:

€  Mr, Desch, were you &t eny sime In 1341 or 1942

sworn in &s & member of the military forces of Germany 7

A Ro,sir.

F
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- A& 1 reasoned a young boy like him, has lived in
America sll the time and was in an Amoriesn school--that se
1ittle an Amsrican boy, only been in Germany, and willing to
go into such an awful undertaking, there must be some other
reason, 8o I studied the boy as mmch as I could.

T used to s1t with Lieubonant Keppe and the so-called leadors
mumm I moved over ﬁo the table where Haupt, thh
ym‘bav m Burger, and tho umn who didn't ,.,... 235

you knew Thisl on the beat?
A That'is right, sir.

B &u overt

A Yess

Q mm:mm.atwnnna,m,mmu
A Yes, sir.

4 You had a chance to cbserve him?

| when we went b, om on the train. I spoke to him sbout
& whole hours 7

G It wha'Rt Bis bussestien of Kappe that you talked o
| him about £t?
,i That s Thiel down at the snd, is 1t not?

I even changed table in school and dutring the lunch hqmrn'

q (numm: You have md =y question. I mju #
you are um:g m'u something um now, u I understand 1&,_._:

A Yes. : !
i Q@ You talked to him sbout it, and as & result of your
| talk and that of Lisutenant Esppe; he came into this plan; 1a
| that right? ' ‘

£ T alan't quite ot thats

i
|
|
|
!
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i nu, 'Yn, m; m-m Mrmatwurun. Innnw:;

4  Woat exaotly 4id they promise you?
A They took me downstairs into the room--

2 I 414 not ask you where they took you; I just asked '
4 Thay sald to me, "Geerge, ths best way for you--
for your case 1s to go and plead guilty," !
So, I havs told them, "To plead milty for whatt"

-vm,mnmmw. and you have to go in front of
court, ww 4 your time to met. This is the biggest act
in the world. You hava to stay thers and bake the punishment
and m'tm ‘nothing. M)t.w" i)." hn bosn to the P.B'.T;ﬂ:'fzg; =
| just take 1%; that 1s all. 5 '

when you go to prison, and after six months or three
m!ﬂm‘::m sold 1t mm only throe months th-

A IS IR IR SR SR (01 i UE < 1 A0 SO o DR

.umwumummmumzmmuiu ;
& m-mm=~mmp and $0 the fact--they then playsd up |
mnetorqumrmmtmuwawmm&,m: i

to do that," ulwunthﬁ-

] Oolonel Hoyall. mt 18 811 T want to ask.
The Attorney Mrn.i. I have just & few questions that

»' ocour to me.

| omss-mum;mr-nom |

' sesikine by the Attorney Generals

| Q iat relation are you to Reinhold Harth?

| A  Reinhold Barth is the husband of my first ccusin, s
 Friedsl Daschs b
4 Was he sctive at the camp? l
i |

i A  TReinhold Barth was Just like aninstructor.











