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Sports 
Symposium 
Draws 
Praise From 
Participants 
By Kara Petrovic

In April the School of Law held 
its first sports law symposium to 
address national issues affecting both 
collegiate and professional athletics. 

More than 200 students and  
professionals attended the Amateur 
& Professional Sports: Emerging Legal 
Issues event on April 13 in Kansas 
City, Mo., which drew professionals 
from Missouri, Kansas and as far away 
as Madison, Wis. 

The event featured two renowned 
keynote speakers, NCAA President 
Myles Brand and The New York Times 
columnist William Rhoden. The  
14-hour session also included seven 
panels with experts from across the 
country that touched on various 
aspects of sports law from legal issues 
to rights and responsibilities beyond 
the field. 

Associate Professor Kenneth 
D. Ferguson, who also served as  
symposium chair for the event, said 
the symposium’s turnout and structure 
was a success.  

“I was pleased at how excited the 
 panelists were to be a part of this 
ground-breakingsymposium," 
Ferguson said. “We received numer-
ous calls and letters from attendees 
expressing their appreciation to 
the law school for putting on the 
symposium and for the quality of the 
sports law panelists.” 

During the luncheon and key-
note address, Brand discussed the 
racial slurs made by former CBS 
radio disc jockey Don Imus about 
the Rutgers University women’s bas-
ketball team.  Dr. Brand emphasized 
these young women were student 
athletes who did not deserve to be 
treated as they were by Imus. Dr. 
Brand’s keynote address focused 
primarily on the importance of col-
legiate athletic departments being 
an integral part of the educational 
mission of the institution and that 
student athletes are students first. 

Brand, who has served as NCAA 
president since January 2003, has 
changed the national dialogue on 
college sports to emphasize the  
educational value of athletics  
participation and the integration of 
intercollegiate athletics with the  
academic mission of higher education. 

Rhoden, author of The New York 
Times best seller Forty Million Dollar 
Slaves, a political and cultural analysis  
of African-American athletes, also 
spoke of Imus during his evening 
keynote address.

“This is a story at the intersection 
of race and gender,” he said. “It’s one 

of those 20-ton elephants that no 
one wants to deal with. This is about 
gender and race, and who’s going to 
step up.” 

Ferguson said both men’s discus-
sions were well-received and that 
there are already high expectations 
for the next sports symposium. 

“Both keynote speakers challenged 
the audience to tackle the difficult 
social and legal issues facing sports 
and the sports industry,” Ferguson 
said. “They both made an impact 
that was well-received.” 

Ferguson says the Sports Law  
Symposium will become a regular 
law school event because the growing 
interest in sports law coincides with 
a continued growth of the sports 
industry, both locally and nationally. 
The Sports Law Symposium will be 
held every other year. In the interim 
years, the law school will conduct an 
Entertainment Law Symposium.  

The Amateur & Professional Sports: 
Emerging Legal Issues symposium will 
be published in the Fall 2007 UMKC 
Law Review. The Law Review is 
seeking authors to contribute original 
essays by Aug. 1 pertaining to the 
symposium’s general topics.

Articles may be sent to UMKC 
Law Review, Attn.: Articles & 
Symposium Editor, 5100 Rockhill 
Road, Kansas City, MO 64110-2499, 
or e-mail articles in Microsoft Word 
to umkclawreview@umkc.edu. For 
more information, call 816-235-1644. 
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Remembering 
Barton Cohen
By Professor Robert Klonoff

The UMKC School of Law and the 
Kansas City legal community mourn 
the loss of a true giant, Barton 
Cohen. Our condolences go to his 
wife Mary, the Cohen children and 
other family and friends. Cohen 
was at the top of his profession as a 

senior lawyer with Blackwell Sanders 
and the driving force behind the 
Metcalf Bank when he passed away 
earlier this year.  

Most importantly, he cared about 
his community and searched for 
opportunities to give back, from  
creating mental health programs to 
promoting the study of Kansas history 
to helping to establish Johnson 
County Community College. 

I met Bart in 2003 and we con-
nected immediately. I will always 

treasure his friendship.
On behalf of myself and the law 

school, I want to thank Bart and 
Mary for making these lectures  
possible, and allowing our law school 
community to be enriched by the 
wisdom of speakers such as Professor 
Peter Schuck.

Bart, thanks for all you’ve done 
for this community and for this law 
school, and thanks for being my 
friend. You will be sorely missed.

Joseph Cohen 
Lecture Series: 
Peter H. Schuck
By Professor Kris Kobach

On Feb. 20, 2007, Yale Law 
Professor and holder of Yale’s 
Simeon Baldwin Chair, Peter H. 
Schuck, delivered the annual Cohen 
Lecture in the newly renovated 
E.E. (Tom) Thompson Courtroom.  
Schuck, who is among the country’s 
most well-known and respected  
professors of Immigration Law, 
spoke on the topic, Immigration: The 
Disconnect Between Public Policy and 
Public Opinion. Schuck reviewed the 
history of immigration legislation in 
Congress and noted that, for decades, 
Congress has pursued policies that are 
more expansionist than public opin-
ion, as revealed consistently in polls 
spanning more than two decades.

He explored the sources for the 
gap between public opinion and  
public policy on this national issue, 
noting that immigration specialists  

in legal academia also are far  
more expansionist than is the  
general public.

Schuck drew attention to a 
recent trend in state legislatures, 
which have been responding 
to restrictionist public opinion 
and enacting laws to discourage 
illegal immigration, typically by 
denying various public benefits 
to illegal aliens. He was careful to 

distinguish between  “immigration 
policy”—controlling who may enter 
the country legally—and “immigrant 
policy”—determining the entitle-
ments of noncitizens once they are 
in the country. He concluded that 
states have some often-overlooked 
advantages in addressing immigrant 
policy.

The Joseph 
Cohen Lecture

The Joseph Cohen Lecture Series 
honors the memory of Joseph Cohen, 
a 1925 graduate of the University  
of Kansas City School of Law, the 
predecessor of the UMKC School  

of Law. The Joseph Cohen Lecture 
celebrates the courage and commit-
ment of a lawyer to the causes of  
civil rights, individual liberty and 
religious freedom. 

Joseph Cohen loved the challenge 
of being an advocate for a cause or 
a person and was an eminent trial 
lawyer who was devoted to the edu-
cation and training of lawyers in the 

art of advocacy. 
Cohen’s late son, Barton Cohen, 

established The Joseph Cohen Fund 
to honor his father. The UMKC 
School of Law appreciates the  
generosity of Barton and his wife, 
Mary in sustaining this lecture series.
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