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DR. L. B. OTKEN
A witness introduced for and on behalf of the dgfendants, il
being Eirst.duly sworn, upon his oath testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION |
BY MR. BRELAND;
Give your name to the court reporter, Doctor.
Dr. L. B. Otken. That is O-T-K-E-N, Otken.
Where do you live, Poctor?

Greenwood, Mississippl.

How long have you lived in Gréenwood, Mississippi?

BOC Ow Oo O

Since 1919.

Q Are you a regular, practicing, licensed physiciah
in the State of Mississippi?

A 1 am,

Q Are you a member of the College of Surgeons?

A I am not.

© You have been a regular, practicing, physician and
surgeon for how long, Doctor?
Since 1917,
Where did you g0 to school and college?
University of Texas.
Did you have any hospital training?

Yes, Sir.

DY OO ¥ OO v

Whera?
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A Well, in.Galveston, Texas; also in New York City;
and two years in a Base Hospital with the U.‘S. Army.

¢ And what war was that?

A World War 1.

Q Doctor, during that experience, in your hospital
training, and in your regular practice, and also youf ger-
vice in the Army, did you ever have occasion to examine
any dead bodies?

A Yes, 8Sir, I did.

Q And Doctor, have you ever had occasion to axamine
dead bodies that have been in the air and also those that
have been in water?

A I have.

Q HWould you please tell the jury @r give the jury some
kind of estimate as to the number of those dead.boﬁies you
have seen? ‘ '

A Oh, that would be hard for me to just say offhand,
as to just how many of those bodies I have szeen.

Q Well, would it be a few or a large number?

A What?

Q0 Have you seen a few or a large number of those
bodies? -

A 1 would say a large number.

MR. BRELAND: We submit, Your Honor, that he is an

254




03022 (Rev. 0-6-95}

44A-JN-30112, 62D-JN-30045-FD302

Suatingauen o P30 of  TRANSCRIPT-EMMETT TILL TRIAL Sept 195%,0n  Page

2948

expert witness in his field.

THE COURT: I think the gentleman gqualifies.

Q

Did you have occasion or did you on Wednesday,

August 31st, 1855, did you examine and view a dead boy

in the Miller Funeral Home, or the colored funeral home,

over in Greenwood operated by one Miller?

A
Q

made?

Smith?

A

o

I did.

At whose reguest or suggestion was that examination

The sheriff's office of LeFlore County.

rand is that the sheriff's office of Sheriff George

Yes,

Did you know of the particular alleged crime that

wag being investigated at that time?

A

river,

Q
A

Well, I was told that this body was taken from the

What river?

Tallahatchie,

Q And you were called by the sheriff's office to come

over there and make an examination of that body?

A To view the body.

Q 0Of course, you didn't make any pathological exam-

ination of the bhody?
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A I did not.

@ Doctor, explain to the jury - - and you may use
medical or scientific terms, if you so desire - - but will
you please ekpla;n to the jury and describe the condition
of that body to the jury as you saw it at that time?

A This body was badly swollen; badly bloated, And I
would estimate - - now, as I previously stated, I did not
touch this bédy. I want to make that plain to you - - but
I would estimate that this body would have weighed two

i hundred and seventy five pounds. It was that badly bloated.

The skin and the flesh was beginning to slip on
it. The head was badly mutilated. The right eye was pro-
truding. And the tongue was protruding from the moukh,

Q And what about the odor of the body?

A Terrific, .

Q What was the state of putrefaction of that body at

e emms  mmme e G 0 D DSy MR R DR BN B

that time?

A HWell, I would say it was in an advanced state of
decomposition - - or putrefaction if vou wish‘to call it
that. -

Q Doctor, 1 want to ask thisg gquestion: from the con-
dition that you saw that bedy in, in your opinion, coculd

(‘j anybody have identified any particular person as being that

body?
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MR, SMITH: 1If the Coﬁft please, we object to that
question. We asked that same question, and it was objected
to, and the objection was sustained.

. THE COURT: The 6bjection is overruled at this time.

THE WITNESS: I don't think you could., I don't think
you could have identified that body. '

Q Now suppose if the man had been anather’persqn's
brother, could he have identified it, in your opinion?

A 1 doubt it,

Q Or if it had been a person's son, could a mother
have identified that body, in your opinion? ,

A 1 doubt it. '

Q Doctor, from your experiencé ané study and your
familiarity with the medical authorities, what, in your
opinion, had been the 1éngth of time that the body had
been dead, if it had b;en in the open air?

A I would say eight po ten days.

Q 'Well, if proof was shown that the body was taken
from the Tallahatchie River where the water was from twenty
five to thirty feet deep, and the water at the toé of the
water - - or the surface - - was at a temperature of around
seventy degrees, and' that it wasg cooler, the deeper the
water got - - and that this particular body, when it was
found, had a weight tied eround its neck, weighing seventy-

odd pounds - - what then would be vour opinion as to how
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long that body had been dead?

A I would still say eight to ten days.

Q Is that the minimum or the maximum?

A That would have been a mipimum,

Q Ané what would have been the probable maximum
number of days?

A Say two weeks,

MR. BRELAND: Take the witness. -

CROBS EXAMINATION
BY MR. SMITH:

Q Docror, I just want to ask.a few questions. It is
true, is it not, that.different conditions will cause a
bédy to decompose at a different rate? .

A  That is right.

Q #nd of course, you don't have any knowledge what-
soever as to the condition which exigted where this body
was, do you?

A T do not.

Q DMow, could you tell whether this was the body of a
colored person or a white person?

A I could not.

9 There was nothing to. indicate one or the other?

A Not sufficiently for me to make a positive state-

ment , ) 298
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Q But what, in your cpinion, was it? Was it a

colored person or a white person?

A T just told you that I couldn't tell you whether it

was a white person or a colored person.

Q Doctoxr, had the skin all.over the body slipped?

A Not ‘altogether, but it was slipping in various
areas.

Q I hand you here a photograph marked Exhibit 1 to
the testimony of C. A, Strickland, and T ask you if that
picture represents the body as it was at the time you saw
ig?

A That is the body that I saw.

Q Doctor, did you examine the body for wounds?

A 1 merely viewed the body. I did not lay my hand
upon it, and there were some things that I could see.

Q What did you see in the way of wounds or injuries
to the body?

A There was a round hole just above and slightly be-
hind the right ear. There was an opening in the forehead,

I would say, more to the right center, that was triangular
in shape.

A piece of bone was gone. And the skin flap was
turned up rather than turned down. And behind the left

ear. the head was badly crushed in as if by some blunt
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Q Was there anything else that you observed?

A Well, there was mark around the neck as if some-

il wad been around the neck. But it was not there when

woawedt the body, so 1 can't state just what that was.

Q Was that mark around as much of the neck as you

R
O X

A It appeared to go all the way around.
Q And what about the rest of the bady? Did you see
vooLner Lnjuries or wounds of any natu;e?

A That would be hard to say because of the decomposition.
wu dvsor, i you would allow me to say, those black
cplinones in that picture there, that was the afeas ef
drporonition where the skin was beginning to come loose.
ticw what caused that, I don't know,

Q¢ Doctor, in your opinion, was the round hole you
crsuriied Over the right ear, was that a bullet hole?

A 1 couldn't say.

Q What is your opinion as to whether it was or not?

A  That would merely be a conjecture on my part, It
was a round hole that went into the skull. .

Q Doctor, in your opinion, did the injuries or wounds
about. the head look as if they wight have been sufficient

to cause his death?
300
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A I would say so,
Q Doctor, d4id you sign a death certificate?
A 1 signed a death certificate in blank. 1 did not
identify the body. As I remember, I stated.that this was
& body subposed to have been taken from the river and it
had a hole above the right ear and the left aide of the
skull was crushed in.

MR. SMITH: I believe that is all.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. SRELAND:
Q Doctor, do you know any of the parties involved in
this particular controversy?
A What do you mean by parties?

Q@ I mean the Milam family, or the brothers, or half-

brothers?
A I do not.
Q And Mr. Bryant and Mr. Milam, you do not know those
two gentlemen?
A I do net. You would have to point them out to ﬁe.
9 Doctor, these wounds that you have described about
Ehis deaé'body's head, ¢culd you tell whether or not those
wounds were made there before or after death from the con-

dicion that body was in?
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- A 1 couldn't.

MR. BRELAND: I believe that is all,.

RE-CROSS EXAMINATION
BY MR. éMITH:

Q Doctor, is it tyue or not that a person who is fat
and heavy and has a good deal of weight, fat weight, is it
true that such a body will ﬁecompose faster than a body
that is more slender and muscular?

A That's right.

Q' And that would affect the rate of decemposition?

A That is right,

MR. BRELAND: We object to that, Your Honor. I don't
thinK it is relevant.

THE CCURT: The objection is overruled,

0 And Doccer. is it not alsc true that a body that
bas been badly beaten or injured will decompose faster than
one that has not been?

A 'That igs right,

MR. SMITH: That is all.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. BRELAND:

Q Doctor, observing that body as you saw it, and with

ag2
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oo weemds that you saw on it, would that change your 5pin-
i e length of time that the body had been dead, as
A A

A No.

MR. BRELAND: That is all,

MR. SMITH: That is all.

{(WITNESS EXCUSED.)

MR. SMITH: Before we proceed further, if the Court
iewst, I owould like to rééall Mr. Strider to the stand.

THE COURT: All right, Sir.

L XA RS 4

‘H. C. STRIDER,
R:zalled as a witness for and on behalf of the State,
having been duly sworn, upon his.oath testified as follows:
. RE-CROSS EXAMINATION '

BY MR. SMITH:'

Q Mr. Strider, you are the same sheriff Strider, who
testified her a few minutes ago? '

A That's right.

Q And }ou are the sheriff of Tallahatchie Countyf‘

A That's right.
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