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D. State of Mississippi vs. Roy Bryant and J, W, Milam: Milam and Bryant were

indicted by a Grand Jury in Tallahatchie County on September 5, 1955 on one count each of
kidnaping and murder, ' The kidnaping charge was droppeci by the prosecution-and the trial for
murder took place in Sumner, Mississippi from September 19, 1955 through September 23, 1955, on
which date they were acquilted, -

Press accounts reveal that after the trial had begun, additional witnesses were identified and a

break in the'proceedings occurred on Tuesday September 20, 1955 in order for these 1ea-ds to be

pursued, 16 dvised that a barn on the Clint Shurden Plantation was searched on September ﬁ?n

20, 1955 by Sunflower County District Attomey Stanny Sanders aid Sunflower County Sheriff’s
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Depértmem Deputy Rice. Dr. T.R.M. Howard, a prominent black citizen who is credited with
finding some of the additional witnesses was also allegedly present when the bam was searched. 162
A partial transcript of the trial was made and a copy was in the possession of defense

attorney J. W, Kellom. Kellum apparently loaned the transcript to someone, could n(:)i recall who he

had loaned it to and thus it became tost. At the time of Kellum's death in 1996 his sdn, Egc

searched Kellum'’s files and was unable to locate the transcript. ' In IQBErccaiIed

“,..a transeript of that case was made for the purpose of having it in the event a kidnaping charge *

was placed against those boys in Leflore County.” '* custently a| . |
understo‘od tha:jhad a transeript of the trial made. had. .
borrowed a copy of the transcript frorrl Idun'ng attendance at law schqé:l and .
subsequently returned it tci:r ' ggc
| a native of Tal!ahatchie County, and 4 - |
obtained a copy of the trial transcnpt from defense attorney J.J, - E'?C
Breland, hised the transcnpt asa rcferenca materia} in writing

ever returned the transeript and Kept it for

coes oy 0 Cony  BEENC

~ $75 to have them made.'®’

many years. Some years ago,  |home suffered a flood and the transeript, along with other

Till research material, was destroyed.. 166

recalled that the farily had orde'red.a copy of the court records alpd had to pay
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a native of Tallahatchie County, provided the Federal Bureau of

Investigation with a copy of the trial transcript. | |Lee McGarrh, St., had testified at

the trial of Milam and Bryant' as a chatacter witness'for the defense. Upon McGarrh, Sr.'s death,

obtained the copy of the transcript from| | 168

A review of the purported transeript provided b)4 lreveals that the final page is a
certification of the document which is signed by Court Repotter James T, O’Day in Tate County,

Mississippi on October 28, 1955, 169

News accounts of the trial depicted phoioégéphs of the ring which was entered into evidence,

one of which is shown below. A review of this phéiog'raph reveals the tag attached to the ring has
the words “Exhibit 1 to Testimony of Mr. Cothran 912 1/55" and appears to bear a sighature of “J T
O’Day.”

3 . I Misec o/s5
1% Appendix A - Transeript - State of Mississippi vs, J.W. Milam and Roy Bryant, Second Distriet of Tallahatchie.
County, Seveniconth Judiciat District, Septembér 1955,351 7,
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fting Taken From the Body and ldentified as THi's

Photograph from “Death of innocence, The story of the Hate Crime
that Changed America,” by Mamie Till-Mobley and attributed to
AP/Vide World Photos .

Records from the Tate County Citcuit Clerk's Office reveal James T. O’Day was a Court

Reporter working for the Chancery Court of Tate County from July 1, 1955 until his removal from

office on August 15, 1958, @'Y An interview wit}

James T. O’Day died in 1993 at a Veteran's Hospital in Arizona, '™
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revealed that

— L Records from the Tate County Cireuit Clerk, October 31, 2005, ' Misc
:: } Records from the Tate County Clreuit Cletk, September 16, 2005 '
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